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Heavy rainfall 
warning brings 
flooding fears 

PHILIP CROUCHER 

philip.croucher@metronews.ca 

weather Flooding could be 
a major problem again for 
some areas of the Halifax 
Regional Municipality 
with heavy rains forecast 
today after being 
scheduled to begin 
overnight. 

A heavy rainfall warning 
was issued yesterday by 
Environment Canada with 
between 25 and 40 
millimetres of rain 
expected along the 
Atlantic coast, and lesser 
amounts inland. 

With river levels already 
high from heavy rains and 
melting snow late last 
week, the possibility of 
localized flooding in 
low-lying areas is high. 

The provincial 
government’s Emergency 
Management Office issued 
a warning yesterday for 
residents to urge caution 
in preparing for flooding, 
and the cleanup 
afterwards. 
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Celebrity Buzz 
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ready 


Halifax woman 
takes command 
of HMCS Halifax 

military Commander Josee 
Kurtz made histoiy 
yesterday, as the Halifax 
resident became the first 
female commanding 
officer of a principal 
Canadian warship. 


Kurtz 

assumed 

command 

First 

as the 11th 

• The first fe¬ 

command¬ 

male com¬ 

ing officer 

manding offi¬ 
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cer of a small¬ 

Halifax dur¬ 

er navy ship 
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Olivia Riesgo, 9, front, and fellow Halifax Highland Dance Association dancers Emily Siepierski, left, and Elizabeth Hughes perform 
at a Tartan Day celebration at Province House yesterday. The event featured Scottish dancing and music as well as a reading of a 
Tartan Day proclamation. 


She succeeds Cmdr. Art 
McDonald, who took over 
HMCS Halifax in June 2007. 

“I am extremely proud 
to assume command of 
Halifax,” Kurtz said in a 
navy news release. 

Kurtz was bom in Quebec 
and now lives in Halifax 
with her husband and 
daughter. 

She will be speaking to 
the media today about her 
new position, metro Halifax 


“If we get the numbers 
they’re talking about, it 
could certainly cause some 
problems,” said Steve 
Smith of the province’s 
transportation 
department. 
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Tory travel too costly: 


“Perhaps the premier should look at 
rolling back his own government’s travel 
costs before nickel-and-diming Nova 
Scotians with increases across the board.” 

Liberal Leader Stephen McNeil 


PAUL MCLEOD 

paul.mcleod(ametronews.ca 


The provincial Liberals said 
yesterday the Rodney Mac¬ 
Donald government should 
cut its “bloated” travel 
budget before raising 
charges on Nova Scotians. 

The Tories’ travel budget 
rose by 40 per cent from 
2004 to 2008, according to 
public accounts docu¬ 
ments. Last year the 
province spent $27.7 mil¬ 
lion on travel — about $8 
million more than four 


years earlier. 

Liberal Leader Stephen 
McNeil criticized the To¬ 
ries for raising user fees 
across the province last 
week for a total of $5.2 mil¬ 
lion when that money 
could have been saved 
from the travel budget. 

“Perhaps the premier 
should look at rolling back 
his own government’s trav¬ 
el costs before nickel-and- 
diming Nova Scotians with 
increases across the 
board,” McNeil said. 

McNeil added he has no 
problem with government 


travelling, but there’s been 
no economic growth to jus¬ 
tify a 40 per cent increase 
in costs. 

But Deputy Premier An¬ 
gus Maclsaac hit back that 
the increases were justi¬ 
fied for the same reasons 
opposition party leaders 
had their travel budgets 


doubled since 2007. 

“Obviously they’ve need¬ 
ed more money to do their 
job,” Maclsaac said. “The 
same justification holds 
(that) employees of govern¬ 
ment are going to have ad¬ 
ditional costs.” 

Travel costs consist of 
mileage, airfare, accommo- 


Grits 

dation and other expenses. 
Higher gas prices upped 
car and plane costs, but 
other prices have jumped 
as well. 

In 2004, the government 
gave staffers an allowance 
of $7 for lunch and $13.50 
for supper. Employees now 
get $12 to spend on lunch 
and $20 for supper. 

“We (ministers) OK all 
out-of-province travel,” 
Maclsaac said. “That has to 
be justified. In recent 
months we’re looking at 
that even more closely 
than we have in the past.” 
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Tattoo music meetings, April 6th-9th 

Preparations for the Tattoo’s 30th anniversary (July 1-8) are well under way. Music and group leaders 
from around the world are now meeting in Halifax. As things heat up in anticipation of the biggest 
and best Tattoo ever, we want to welcome all the delegates and remind you to get your tickets. With 
performers from 9 countries, it will be the show of a lifetime - don’t miss it. 


ROYAL 

NOVA SCOTIA 

INTERNATIONAL 

TATTOO 


TICKETS (902)451-1221 / www.ticketatlantic.com 


/ obey / & & k A US 


Atlantic Free Daily Newspapers Inc., operating as Metro Halifax 3260 Barrington Street, Suite 102, Halifax, Nova Scotia B3K 0B5. Publisher: Greg Lutes 



































metro 


metronews.ca 


Tuesday, April 7,2009 


2 


Farmers set to get $25M from province 

Nova Scotia farmers are getting more support to achieve profitability and innovation with new programs announced yesterday by the federal and 
Nova Scotia agriculture ministers. The agreement with Nova Scotia will deliver almost $25 million for agriculture for the province, metro Halifax 
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Chicoutimi still in harbour 

HMCS Chicoutimi remains in the Halifax harbour a week after it 
was scheduled for transfer to British Columbia. High winds off 
shore is keeping the submarine from being transported on a 
heavy-lift vessel, where it now sits on top of. The submarine has 
been out of commission since suffering a fire on its maiden 
voyage in 2004, which killed one person. metro Halifax 


Local schools look at anthem plan 

Informal poll says most, but not all, Halifax schools already play O Canada every day 


JON TATTRIE 

for Metro Halifax 


Schools in the Halifax 
Regional Municipality 
don't have to play O Cana¬ 
da each day, with some 
leaving our national 
anthem to hockey games. 

Education Minister Judy 
Streatch wants to change 
that, and as reported in 
Monday’s Metro Halifax, is 
looking to make the play¬ 
ing of O Canada a require¬ 
ment in all Nova Scotia 
schools. 

Students at Citadel High 
School said yesterday they 
rarely sing about their 
home and native land. Ian 
Marder, a Grade 12 student, 
looked surprised when 
asked if they did each day. 
“No,” he said, pausing in 
his lunchtime Frisbee game 
yesterday. He didn’t think 
his fellow students would 
mind if they started 
singing, though. 

“It wouldn’t make much 
of a difference to me.” 

He then added that his el¬ 
ementary school sang the 


anthem regularly, so he’s 
confident he would re¬ 
member the words. 

Peter McLaughlin, 

spokesman with the educa¬ 
tion department, said Nova 
Scotia looked at the an¬ 
them issue after a national 
controversy erupted recent¬ 
ly when a New Brunswick 
school stopped playing the 
anthem daily. 

“Singing the national an¬ 
them is a good way to re-en¬ 
force and demonstrate the 
responsibilities we expect 
students to have toward 
their country and 
province,” McLaughlin said. 

David DeVan, principal of 
Fairview Heights Elemen¬ 
tary School, agreed. His 
school plays O Canada dai¬ 
ly- 

“I find it really important 
because 25 per cent of our 
kids are immigrants to 
Canada. To me, it’s even 
more important that they 
feel a part of Canada,” he 
said. 

Shaune MacKinlay, a 
spokesperson with the Hal¬ 
ifax Regional School Board, 
said they will develop a pol- 


Energy minister back at work 
after suffering a heart attack 


PAUL MCLEOD 

paul.mdeod(ametronews.ca 


health Energy Minister Bar¬ 
ry Barnet had a mild heart 
attack shortly after return¬ 
ing from Korea, it 
was revealed yester¬ 
day. The minister is 
now back at work. 

Barnet got back 
March 27 from the 
business trip to Asia 
with Premier Rod¬ 
ney MacDonald and 
several other govern- Barry 
ment staffers. Barnet Barnet 
first felt unwell on 
the trip and spent a day in a 
Korean hospital. 

He was cleared to fly 
home, but last Monday, 
three days after landing 


home, he was back in the 
hospital. 

“I had a clogged artery, 
that’s the major contribu¬ 
tor to it,” Barnet said. “He 
put a stint in, and an angio¬ 
plasty, and cleared it up.” 

Barnet said the 
news wasn’t made 
public at the time be¬ 
cause he wasn’t sure 
of the diagnosis and 
didn’t want to worry 
people. Though there 
are some lingering 
problems, he said he 
now feels fine and 
will still run in the 
rumoured upcoming 
election. 

“I feel good,” said Barnet. 
“If the election was tomor¬ 
row I’d be out there knock¬ 
ing on doors tomorrow.” 
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icy on the anthem issue if number on how many of 
the minister wants our schools play it, but 

one. we’ve done an infor¬ 

mal poll (and) we 
understand that 
the vast majority 
do play it on a reg¬ 
ular basis,” she 
said. “I don’t 
think it’s a 
big depar¬ 
ture if we 
enshrine 
it in 
poli- 
M cy.” 



tattoo Tickets... 

A GREAT EASTER GIFT 
(HOP TO IT AND GET 
YOURS TODAY!) 

Get your tickets today for the 30th anniversary staging 
of the world’s greatest entertainment extravaganza. It 
will be the biggest and best Tattoo ever and tickets will 
make a great Easter gift for the whole family. Give a 
gift that will give again in July and remember - every 
bunny loves a Tattoo! 
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Blogs Hollywood Rants has 
a strategy to ensure terrible 
films are no longer profitable 


MOURNING Springhillis mourn¬ 
ing the loss of the people's 
politician following the death 
Sunday of former provincial 
cabinet minister and mayor Guy 
Brown. Brown, 72, passed away 


in hospital in Moncton follow¬ 
ing a lengthy illness. 

GUNSHOTS Cole Harbour RCMP 
is investigating shots that were 
fired into a detached garage in 
North Preston yesterday. The 


RCMP was called to the 
residence at 150 Upper Gover¬ 
nor St. Both the residence and 
garage were unoccupied at the 
time of the shooting. 

METRO NEWS SERVICES 





Education Minister Judy Streatch wants all schools in Nova Scotia 
to play the national anthem at the beginning of the day. Current¬ 
ly, there is no requirement for schools in HRM to play the anthem. 


Homeless activists 
seek national plan 


PAUL MCLEOD 

paul.mcleod(ametronews.ca 


poverty Homelessness ad¬ 
vocates in Halifax, hoping 
to capitalize on recent at¬ 
tention to the issue, are pe¬ 
titioning Ottawa for a na¬ 
tional plan. 

“It’s a way of addressing 
homelessness, but it’s 
much more than that. It’s 
also a way of addressing 
poverty. It’s a way of ensur¬ 
ing that Canadians have 
safe, comfortable places 
that they can afford to live 
in,” said Wayne Mac- 
Naughton, co-chair of the 
Community Action on 
Homelessness Steering 
Committee. 

The issue is much more 
than a passing interest for 
MacNaughton. He spent six 
years being homeless on 
and off. His group has so far 
collected about 300 signa¬ 
tures to send to the federal 
government. 

They want a stable, long¬ 
term plan to get and keep 
people off the streets. 

“We’re now at the point 
where we don’t really have 
an organized program. It’s 
all been piecemeal,” Mac¬ 
Naughton said. 

“It’s all this kind of an¬ 
nounce one program that’s 



NDP's Megan Leslie 


going to last three years. It’s 
really, really, really hard to 
see a real advance in hous¬ 
ing on that basis.” 

NDP housing critic 
Megan Leslie joined a press 
conference yesterday to 
bring the petition to the 
House of Commons. 

There are some bright 
spots on the horizon for the 
activists. The province and 
federal government last 
week announced a new 
poverty reduction strategy 
in Nova Scotia that includes 
$59 million for housing. 

There’s also an NDP pri¬ 
vate member’s bill before 
the House of Commons call¬ 
ing for a national strategy 
that is also supported by the 
Liberals and Bloc Quebe- 
cois. 

“What is the solution to 
homelessness? It’s hous¬ 
ing,” said Leslie. “It’s not 
rocket science.” 
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Maple producers optimistic for good season 

Maple production started later than usual this year, but some producers are optimistic it will still be a good season. Jim Bezanson of Swan's 
Maple Products in Central New Annan said since sap began to flow in mid-March his best collection was this past week, metro Halifax 
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Investing in technology 

Feds offer $200M for small-and mid-sized businesses 



Science and Technology Minister Gary Goodyear, left, shakes hands with Acadian Seaplants presi¬ 
dent Jean-Paul Deveau as Pat Mortimer, vice-president of Technology and Industry Support at the 
National Research Council, looks on yesterday after Acadian was presented with a Canadian Inno¬ 
vation Leader certificate from the NRC. 


JON TATTRIE 

for Metro Halifax 


Ottawa invested $200 mil¬ 
lion into helping small- 
and mid-sized enterprises 
turn technology into mon¬ 
ey yesterday. 

Science and Technology 
Minister Gary Goodyear 
made the announcement at 
Acadian Seaplants in Dart¬ 
mouth, a company that 
flourished with similar 
funding. 

The federal government 
also handed $7.9 million to 
Atlantic Canada universi¬ 
ties, including Dalhousie 
and Saint Mary’s. 

“Canadians have always 
been innovators,” Goodyear 
said. “Our track record on 
getting those great ideas 
out of our minds and into 
our living rooms ... could 
use improvement.” 

The money will be fun¬ 
nelled through the Nation¬ 
al Research Institute’s In¬ 
dustrial Research Assis¬ 
tance Program (IRAP) to 
help 1,400 companies. Thir¬ 
ty-million dollars of the en¬ 
terprise funding will go to 
helping businesses hire 
1,000 post-secondary gradu¬ 
ates. 

The money is part of the 
Conservative government’s 
economic stimulus plan, 
and Goodyear said it was a 
nice change to bring good 
economic news. 

“We need to encourage 


the growth of jobs just as 
Acadian Seaplants has 
grown jobs in Atlantic 
Canada and elsewhere,” he 
said. 

Goodyear marked the 
“remarkable accomplish¬ 
ments” of the company 
with an Innovative Leader 
certificate. 

Acadian Seaplant presi¬ 
dent Jean-Paul Deveau said 
IRAP support played a key 


role in turning the compa¬ 
ny into a global player. The 
Burnside firm developed a 
technique for cultivating 
seaweed in land-based 
tanks. 

“We continue to grow be¬ 
cause of the innovation 
that we have been able to 
move from the lab to the 
marketplace,” he said. 
“This is an example of how 
industry and government 


can work together to en¬ 
hance Canada’s economy.” 

Goodyear earlier an¬ 
nounced $1.4 million to es¬ 
tablish a new research 
chair at Saint Mary’s. Dal¬ 
housie will get $5.2 million 
for five renewed research 
chairs. 

“These are in a variety of 
research areas. These are 
tier-one scientists,” 

Goodyear said. 


News in brief 


ROBBERY Tantalion RCMP are 
looking for a man who entered 
the Esso on 4 French Village Sta¬ 
tion Rd. armed with a knife and 
demanded cash from the cashier 
at about 8:40 p.m. Friday. The 
man fled the scene with an 
undisclosed amount of cash. No 
one was injured. The suspect is 
described as a youthful male, 
about five-foot-four with a slim 
build. He was wearing a black 


hoodie, black gloves and large 
sunglasses. Anyone with infor¬ 
mation is asked to contact any 
RCMP office, Halifax Regional 
Police or Crime Stoppers at 1- 

800-222-8477. 

ARREST Two male youths were 
arrested after a male reported 
being threatened with a metal 
pole and stick as a group of 
teenagers tried to steal his cell¬ 


phone at Landrace Park on Port¬ 
land Street in Dartmouth Sun¬ 
day evening. The male reported 
five or six youths approached 
him just before 8 p.m. There 
were no injuries. Two youths 
matching descriptions were ar¬ 
rested nearby. Police are contin¬ 
uing to investigate. 

ASSAULT A man was “roughed 
up” by three men as he walked 


Sunday night in the area of Al- 
bro Lake and Wyse Road in 
Dartmouth. Just after 10 p.m., 
the victim said three men 
approached him and demand¬ 
ed money, which they took af¬ 
ter assaulting the victim. The 
suspects are described as tall 
with slim builds and each was 
wearing a hoodie. They took off 
on foot after the incident. 

METRO HALIFAX 


Two in vehicle going 
wrong way arrested 


PHILIP CROUCHER 

philip.croucher@ metronews.ca 


Two Halifax Regional Police 
cars received minor damage 
after a chase involving a ve¬ 
hicle driven 


by an alleged « H narrow l y 
impaired dnv- . " 

er going the HAlSSed 3 number 
wrong way on Q f other vehicles 

near Mic Mac apparently, tOO, 
Mail in Dart- swerving in and 
mouth late Q ut of lanes.” 

evening. Const Jeff Carr 

Police said 

an officer was driving the 
correct way on Highway 
111 when he saw the vehi¬ 
cle coming directly at him. 

Following a pursuit, the sus¬ 
pect’s car hit the rear bum¬ 
per of one police car, then 
rolled into a second one be¬ 
fore coming to a stop. 

Police took the two men 
in the vehicle into custody. 

“He had to get off the 
road to let the driver get 


by,” said Halifax police 
spokesperson Const. Jeff 
Carr. “He narrowly missed a 
number of other vehicles 
apparently, too, swerving in 
and out of lanes. 

“Fortunately, nobody was 
injured.” 

Matthew 
Crowell, 24, 
was arraigned 
at Dartmouth 
Provincial 
Court yester¬ 
day and 
charged with 
driving while 
impaired by a 
drug, danger¬ 
ous driving, fleeing police, 
resisting arrest, possession 
of a weapon (pepper spray) 
and four breaches of proba¬ 
tion. 

Myles Crowell, 20, is 
charged with possession of 
a weapon (pepper spray) 
and failure to comply with 
conditions. 

Both have been released 
on conditions and will re¬ 


turn to court June 2. 


Man injured in apartment fire 


One man was taken to hos¬ 
pital with non-life- 
threatening injuries after 
Halifax Regional Fire Serv¬ 
ices responded to a report 
of smoke on the first floor 
of a 21-unit building on 
Rocky Lake Drive in Bed¬ 
ford yesterday morning. 

When fire officials re¬ 
sponded to the call at 1:50 
a.m., a fire was located in¬ 


side a garbage bin in the 
underground garage. It 
was later determined not 
to be suspicious and there 
were no other injuries. 

About 50 residents were 
displaced, with Metro 
Transit providing tempo¬ 
rary shelter on scene. The 
tenants were eventually al¬ 
lowed to return to their 
residences. metro Halifax 



OCEAN BROOK 
40 Charlotte Lane 

1 bdrm $740/month 
2 bdrms $860/month 
(902) 404-4440 
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Park Victoria - 1333 South Park Street 

1 bdrm $885/month 
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Project Management Skills Are In Demand. 
Do You Have Them? 




With cutbacks and reductions in the workplace, those with strong Project Management skills 
stand out. These skills are the foundation of Nexient’s Project Management program. Find out 
how one week of training can focus your career for success! 


*Cannot be combined with any other offer or pre-existing 
corporate discount. Not valid for CISCO courses or specially 
priced courses. Offer expires April 15. 2009. 
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Atlantic Book Awards take place next week 

The 2009 Atlantic Book Awards are taking place Wednesday, April 15 at 7:30 p.m. at the Alderney Landing Theatre in Dartmouth. Admission 
is free with donations of new or gently used children's books accepted on behalf of the charitable group Feed the Mind, metro Halifax 


Council gets its priorities straight 


PAUL MCLEOD 

paul.mcleod(ametronews.ca 


A downtown shuttle, 
replacing the Cogswell In¬ 
terchange, and a fast-ferry 
to Bedford are all among 
the top new projects Hali¬ 
fax Regional Municipality 
staff want to see get fund¬ 
ing from the federal gov¬ 
ernment. 

Council asked HRM staff 
to come up with a list of 
“shovel-ready” projects 
once it became clear the 
federal government was 
putting hundreds of mil¬ 
lions of stimulus dollars up 
for grabs. 

The problem is that 
many details of how the 
funds will work, and their 
criteria, are so far un¬ 
known. 

So city staff put together 
a list of 20 new projects 
most likely to receive bind¬ 


ing based on what they 
know so far. 

The project that ended 
up with the highest rank¬ 
ing was the demolition of 
the Bisset Road Rehab Cen¬ 
tre. 

The shuttle, interchange 
and ferry came next. 

Most of the top 20 in¬ 
volved transportation. A 
new garage facility, penin¬ 
sula transit corridor, 
MetroLinlc and Access-A- 
Bus expansion, and more 
transit stations were all 
listed. 

Other priorities include 
funding for Halifax Com¬ 
mon concert venue infra¬ 
structure, 2011 Canada 
Games venue upgrades, 
and a four-pad arena. 

Projects were ranked on 
a variety of factors, from fi¬ 
nancial and customer serv¬ 
ice impact to how well the 
projects linked into exist¬ 
ing plans. 



A Metro Transit driver heads out to a bus at the Burnside garage yesterday. HRM staff has compiled 
a priority list for when the HRM receives federal stimulus money and expanded transit service is 
one of the projects on the list. 


Council will vote today approve the city’s priority province and Ottawa for 
on whether or not it will list and send it off to the lobbying. 


See Now, Pay Iater! 



• No Fees • No Interest on Monthly Payments • $29 or less a month 

2 Year Unconditional Frame Guarantee on all frames 

* See stores for details. 


Vogue Optical free 


With 7 locations in the Metro Halifax area to serve you. 1-877-489-2020 

Lower Sackville Drive - Elmsdale Shopping Centre - Woodlawn Centre 
Young Street - Barrington Street - Quinpool Road - Kearney Lake Road 


Want to keep the taxman at 
bay? Experts offer tips to help 

"'We’ve seen a number of couples who 
have been able to save lots of money. I’m 
not talking hundreds, I’m talking $ 1 , 000 , 
$ 2 , 000 . Cieo Hamel, tax professional 


JON TATTRIE 

for Metro Halifax 


It’s tax time, and if you 
play your credits right, you 
could save yourself big 
money. 

Cleo Hamel, senior tax 
professional with H&R 
Block, was in Halifax re¬ 
cently and talked to Metro 
Halifax about tax tips for 
families, seniors and the 
self-employed. 

For example, she said 
the Transit Pass Credit al¬ 
lows people to save money 
by taking the bus. 

“Some people might 
find they don’t pay 
enough, but even if it’s 
$20 or $30 in tax savings, 
we think it’s still impor¬ 
tant,” Hamel says. If the 
pass is subsidized, you can 
claim what you did pay. 

The Child Tax Credit is a 
big boost for families with 


kids under 18. You can get 
$300 in tax savings per 
child in the household. 

“It could make for a nice 
surprise at the end of tax 
season,” Hamel says, 
adding parents can also 
claim $500 for kids’ sports. 

Seniors will want to take 
advantage of pension-in- 
come splitting. “We’ve 
seen a number of couples 
who have been able to 
save lots of money. I’m not 
talking just hundreds, I’m 
talking $1,000, $2,000,” 
she says. “It really bodes 
well for couples where one 
stayed home over the time 
of employment while the 
other worked.” 

If you owe money on 


April 30 and you haven’t 
filed, you’re hit with a five 
per cent late filing fee, and 
you’ll be charged one per 
cent interest each month 
the balance is outstand¬ 
ing. 

“If you don’t have the 
money to pay your bill, at 
least file the tax return on 
time so you don’t incur a 
late-filing penalty,” Hamel 
advises. 

If you were self-em¬ 
ployed at the end of the 
year, you don’t have to file 
until June 15. You do still 
have to pay what you owe 
by April 30, so see a tax 
professional to get an esti¬ 
mate and avoid late-pay- 
ment fines. 


Shortage of 
anesthesia 
specialists in 
region eased 

JON TATTRIE - Pf 

for Metro Halifax 


The Department of Anes¬ 
thesia at Dalhouse Univer¬ 
sity and Capital Health is 
doing a better job attract¬ 
ing and maintaining quali¬ 
fied anesthesiologists, ac¬ 
cording to a report it 
released yesterday. 

The department recruit¬ 
ed 29 anesthesiologists in 
HRM over the last three 
years, easing what had 
been a difficult shortage. 

“The department has 
come a long way in the 
past several years and 
there is still work to be 
done,” department chair 
Michael Murphy said. 

“We’ve become more ef¬ 
ficient, been able to 
increase recruitment and 
have improved the quality 
of patient care.” 

In 2005, a shortage of 
anesthesiologists sparked 
a reduction in cases being 
done in Halifax operating 
rooms. 

Various initiatives since 
then have seen surgical 
procedures increase by 
1,000 and operating hours 
grow by 2,200 hours. 

“Today, we are pleased 
to report that the depart¬ 
ment is keeping and 
recruiting qualified physi¬ 
cians, doing more surger¬ 
ies and attracting a signifi¬ 
cant invest¬ 
ment of 
research 
dollars. The 
end goal is 
better results 
for our 
patients, 

Murphy 
said. 
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Initiative targets sexual predators 

Alberta's Children and Youth Services is asking hotel staff to watch for signs that guests are sexually exploiting children, in a new campaign launched yesterday. After 
four years of focusing on Internet luring and safety, the provincial department is turning its efforts to “underground” child sexual exploitation, cbc news online 
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Williams blasts health authority 

Newfoundland and Labrador Premier Danny Williams, left, lashed out 
yesterday at the province's largest health authority, accusing Eastern Health of 
downplaying revelations it had missed dozens of breast cancer patients in a 
massive retesting exercise. Eastern Health, meanwhile, yesterday disclosed it 
had somehow missed 43 patients, up from the 38 patients the authority had 
revealed late Friday afternoon in a news release, cbc news online 


Docs give 
their pay 
for African 
aid, relief 


charity About 160 doctors 
from across Canada are 
digging deep into their 
pockets today as part of 
World Health Day to 
donate a day’s pay to Cana¬ 
dian Physicians for Aid 
and Relief. 

The Toronto-based relief 
agency hopes to raise close 
to $100,000 in its 4th 
annual Do- 
nate a Day 
for Africa 
program, 
says 

spokesper¬ 
son Roxane 
Tracey. 

The mon¬ 
ey will be 
used to help 
support 
health and 


Legacy 


• The World 
Health Day 
initiative is a 
legacy in¬ 
spired by the 
efforts of Van¬ 
couver oph¬ 
thalmologist 
Kevin Wade, 
development who in 2002 
projects in donated an 
rural Africa, entire day of 
including a his medical 
clean water service pay- 
and ment plan, 

sanitation 

project for elementary 
school pupils in Karatu, 
Tanzania. In its first try 
the event raised $30,000 
with about 60 doctors par¬ 
ticipating. Last year it 
topped $70,000 with just 
over 100 participants. 

For University Health 
Network cardiologist Dr. 
Paula Harvey, the World 
Health Day fundraising ef¬ 
fort is a good fit — a way 
to give back in a global 
context. 

“As a physician I feel I 
should be thinking about 
the health of people and 
the planet,” she said. 

TORSTAR NEWS SERVICE 


Tories searching for soul 

Recent Mulroney tiff leaves conservatives asking about direction 


Canadian Conservatives 
may not be in the throes 
of the kind of public iden¬ 
tity crisis facing angst-rid¬ 
den Republicans in the 
United States. 

Being in power imposes 
a certain discipline. 

But there’s a whole lot of 
soul-searching going on 
here about where the 
Canadian conservative 
movement, particularly 
under Stephen Harper, is 
headed. 

Complaints about past 
policy reversals (Senate, 
Afghanistan, foreign in¬ 
vestment, income trusts), 


Reading 

• A new book, Blue Thun¬ 
der, by Ottawa author Bob 
Plamondon lays out the his¬ 
tory of the Conservative 
movement through the suc¬ 
cesses and failures of its 19 
leaders, and presents Harp¬ 
er's brand of leadership in a 
critical light. 

and Harper’s big-spending, 
big-bailout, big-govern- 
ment budget form the 
backdrop. 

Along with that, private 
grumbling in the Conser¬ 


vative caucus about dis¬ 
dainful treatment by Harp¬ 
er’s office of former prime 
minister Brian Mulroney 
surfaced publicly this 
weekend. 

A tiff erupted after party 
officials told media outlets 
Mulroney was no longer a 
member of the Conserva¬ 
tive party, an assertion 
Mulroney — under fire at a 
public inquiry called by 
Harper — denied. 

Indeed, private misgiv¬ 
ings over Harper’s leader¬ 
ship style are echoed in a 
very public discussion now 
occurring among the 


broader base of conserva¬ 
tives. 

A new website called 
Homeless Cons has 
cropped up. The op-ed 
pages openly debate 
whither the Canadian con¬ 
servative movement. 

Preston Manning’s 
think-tank, the Manning 
Centre for Building 
Democracy, just held a 
conference where the 
doubts of fiscal conserva¬ 
tives, prairie populists, Red 
Tories, social conserva¬ 
tives, and libertarians were 
literally centre stage. 

TORSTAR NEWS SERVICE 


GTAA admits 
problems: Baird 

airports Transport Minis¬ 
ter John Baird says the 
Greater Toronto Airports 
Authority has owned up to 
“serious” security 
shortcomings he 
discovered at Pearson In¬ 
ternational Airport. 

Baird met yesterday in 
Ottawa with GTAA 
president and CEO Lloyd 
McCoomb and other exec¬ 
utives to discuss security 
concerns he raised after he 
walked unchallenged onto 
the airport tarmac during 
a visit to test security. 

“The GTAA has accepted 
full responsibility and in¬ 
formed me that 
immediate action is being 
taken,” he said. 

TORSTAR NEWS SERVICE 


Calgary Iggy on tour 



Liberal Leader Michael Ignatieff answers students’ questions at a town hall meeting at Western 
Canada High School in Calgary yesterday. The Liberals have been gaining in popularity according 
to a recent Leger poll, due to increasing unhappiness over how the Conservatives have been han¬ 
dling the economy. 


Winnipeg gears up 
for rising Red River 


floods Manitoba’s biggest 
city of Winnipeg will de¬ 
fend itself against the Red 
River’s highest crest with¬ 
out its prized floodway, an 
$858-million ditch de¬ 
signed to channel floodwa- 
ter around the provincial 
capital. 

Baclchoes and special¬ 
ized ice-brealcing machines 
have instead assembled 
along the river as the first 
of two crests, caused by ice 
jams on the north-flowing 
river, hits Winnipeg as ear¬ 
ly as today. 

Freezing temperatures 
in the western province 
have been a mixed bless¬ 
ing: Preventing flash 

floods from a sudden melt¬ 
ing, but creating potential 
ice-jam flooding that the 
floodway wasn’t designed 
to handle. 


The provincial govern¬ 
ment is counting on baclc- 
hoes perched on the river 
bank and two ice-cutting 
barges trolling the Red Riv¬ 
er to break up ice enough 
to keep the river flowing. 

“We’re using every tacti¬ 
cal resource we can,” said 
Steve Ashton, Manitoba’s 
minister responsible for 
emergency management. 

The floodway’s gates will 
remain closed until either 
the ice has passed by or if 
the crest is forecast to ex¬ 
ceed 20 feet, said Steve 
Topping, a spokesman for 
the Manitoba govern¬ 
ment’s Water Stewardship 
Department. 

This spring’s flood sce¬ 
nario brings with it a triple 
threat, Ashton said. Cul¬ 
verts in fields are frozen 

Shut. REUTERS 
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Experts find genetic trigger for deadly skin cancer 

Up to 70 per cent of melanoma skin cancers may be triggered by a gene mutation that causes cells to become cancerous after excessive exposure 
to the sun, researchers said yesterday. The discovery could lead to better treatments for the most deadly form of skin cancer. Reuters 



Sowing seeds of support 

Indonesia's political parties are using high-yielding rice seeds 
to woo an agriculture-based electorate in this year's elections. 
Megawati Sukarnoputri's PDI-P party has launched its own vari¬ 
ety of “MSP” rice: That stands for “Mari Sejahterakan Petani” or 
“let's improve the welfare of farmers,” but it's no coincidence 
those are the initials of the former president. Reuters 


Media covers U.S. war 
dead after 18-year ban 


Quake levels Italian towns 

Death toll rising in Rome area as thousands left homeless 



A couple embrace near the ruins of their house after an 
earthquake in the Italian village of Onna yesterday. The quake 
struck a huge swath of central Italy as residents slept early 
yesterday morning, causing widespread destruction. 


Doctors perform facial 
transplant, hand graft 


China makes Costa Rica human trafficking bust 


More than 150 people in 
central Italy were killed by 
the strongest earthquake 
to hit the country in 
decades early yesterday, 
which left up to 50,000 
homeless and flattened 
entire medieval towns 
while residents slept. 

As rescue workers 
combed through the rub¬ 
ble for survivors and 
rushed to set up tents for 
the homeless, officials 
warned the death toll 
could rise further and de¬ 
clined to estimate the 
number of missing. Most 
of the dead were in 
LAquila, a 13th-century 
mountain city about 100 
kilometres east of Rome, 
and villages and towns in 
the Abruzzo region. The 
quake struck around 3:30 
a.m. local time, and after¬ 
shocks rattled the area 
through the day. 

Abruzzo’s regional gov¬ 
ernment said more than 
150 people were con¬ 
firmed dead, some 20 
hours after the quake 
struck with a magnitude of 


Beijing Chinese police have 
detained two people sus¬ 
pected of trying to traffic 
about 300 mainly young 
people into Costa Rica, 
state media said yesterday. 

The Costa Rican embassy 
in Beijing became suspi¬ 
cious after receiving visa 
applications all from 


Disaster predicted 

Officials silenced scientist 

• An Italian scientist pre¬ 
dicted a major earthquake 
around tAquila weeks be¬ 
fore disaster struck the city 
killing more than 150 peo¬ 
ple, but was reported to au¬ 
thorities for spreading pan¬ 
ic by broadcasting his pre¬ 
diction via loudspeakers 
mounted on vans. The gov¬ 
ernment insisted yesterday 
the warning, by seismolo¬ 
gist Giacchino Giuliani, had 
no scientific foundation. 

between 5.8 and 6.3. 

Emergency services said 
100 people had been res¬ 
cued from the wreckage, 
while 250 more are be¬ 
lieved missing. The Civil 
Protection department 
said up to 50,000 people 
may have been made 
homeless. More than 1,500 
people were injured and 
thousands of houses, an¬ 
cient churches and build¬ 
ings collapsed or were 
damaged. reuters 


southern Guangdong who 
said they wished to be re¬ 
united with their parents 
who had moved to the 
Central American country, 
the official Xinhua news 
agency said. The identity 
cards and birth certificates 
were forged, the report 
said, prompting an investi¬ 


gation. 

“During the investiga¬ 
tion, police officers found 
the parents of the appli¬ 
cants were all living in Chi¬ 
na and their application 
documents were all fabri¬ 
cated. Police concluded 
that it was an organized 
human smuggling case,” 


Xinhua added. 

Police tracked down sus¬ 
pected ringleaders in 
Guangdong, and found “a 
number of forged visa ap¬ 
plication documents and 
an account book recording 
the fees they had asked 
from the applicants,” it 

Said. REUTERS 


military The media was 
permitted Sunday to cover 
the arrival of a U.S. armed 
service member’s coffin at 
the Pentagon’s mortuary 
in Delaware for the first 
time in 18 years. 

A flag-draped coffin bear¬ 
ing the remains of Air 
Force Staff Sgt. Phillip My¬ 
ers arrived at Dover Air 
Force Base. Myers, 30, of 
Hopewell, Va., was killed 
in Afghanistan Saturday by 
an explosive device, the 
Pentagon said. 

The administration of 
President Barack Obama 
relaxed a Pentagon ban on 
media coverage of return¬ 
ing U.S. war dead in Febru¬ 
ary, allowing grieving fam¬ 
ilies to choose. 


Paris French surgeons have 
replaced parts of a burn 
victim’s face and hands us¬ 
ing donor tissue, in what 
their hospital said was the 
world’s first combined op¬ 
eration of that kind. 

The surgeons began with 
the hand transplant and 
then replaced the 30-year- 
old man’s face from the 
lips up, giving him a new 
scalp, nose, ears, forehead 
and eyelids and reconnect¬ 
ing the nerves, tendons, ar¬ 
teries and veins. 

An accident in 2004 had 
left the man with burns 
that “prevented him from 
any social life,” the Henri 


U.S. death toll 

• The Pentagon says at least 
4,262 U.S. service members 
have died in Iraq since the 
U.S.-led invasion in March 
2003, while another 673 
have been killed in 
Afghanistan. 


The ban was imposed in 
1991 during the first Gulf 
War with some exceptions. 
Former President George 
W. Bush imposed a stricter 
ban during the wars in 
Afghanistan and Iraq, 
sparking criticism the gov¬ 
ernment was hiding the 
human cost of its military 
operations. reuters 


Sixth in history 

• The face transplant was 
the sixth in the world. 
French surgeons previously 
performed face transplants 
on a man disfigured by a ri¬ 
fle shot and a woman 
mauled by her dog. 


Mondor hospital in Paris, 
where the operation was 
performed, said in a state¬ 
ment. 

The operation took 30 
hours and involved more 
than 40 people, the hospi¬ 
tal said. REUTERS 
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Obama backs Palestinian state in Turkey visit 


Jakarta U.S. President 
Barack Obama told 
Turkey’s largely Muslim 
but secular democracy yes¬ 
terday the U.S. was not at 
war with Islam and that it 
wanted to reinvigorate ef¬ 
forts towards creating a 
Palestinian state. 

Obama reiterated the 
U.S. position after the new 
Israeli foreign minister 


said last week Israel side in peace and se- 

was not bound by a curity,” he said in a 

U.S.-backed deal to speech to Turkey’s 

start talks on estab- parliament, 

lishing a Palestinian Chief Palestinian 

state. P eace negotiator 

“Let me be clear: Saeb Erelcat wel- 

The United States corned Obama’s 

strongly supports words, saying he 

the goal of two Obama had made a major 

states, Israel and commitment to the 

Palestine, living side by two-state solution, reuters 


News in brief 


JAKARTA Twenty-four people 
are feared dead after an 
Indonesian military plane on a 
training exercise crashed in 
wet conditions at a base in 
West Java yesterday, an air 
force spokesman said. 


The Fokker 27 aircraft had 17 
advanced parachute trainees, 
one instructor and six crew on 
board. 

SOUTH AFRICA Prosecutors 
dropped corruption charges 


yesterday against ruling ANC 
party leader Jacob Zuma, who 
is expected to become 
president, ending a long legal 
battle that had raised doubts 
over his ability to govern. 

REUTERS 
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Don’t mess with Mulroney 




C rossing paths 
with a close asso¬ 
ciate of Brian Mul¬ 
roney the other 
day, something 
quickly became clear. 
Prime Minister Stephen 
Harper had better be care¬ 
ful. The confidant said Mul¬ 
roney was seething, close 
to the breaking point over 
the treatment of him by 
Harper’s office. He just 
might unload, he said, on 
Harper in a way that 
would be devastating. 
“You know how Brian 
gets.” 

Brian Mulroney may 
not be popular among 
average Canadians, but 
among the Tory faithful 
he has a lot of admirers. 
Among historians he is 
becoming increasingly 
appreciated with time. 


He won two majority gov¬ 
ernments, something 
Stephen Harper will proba¬ 
bly never do. 

Because Mulroney is 
once again tangled up in 
the controversy over his 
taking money from arms 
dealer Karlheinz Schreiber, 
Harper has sought to dis¬ 
tance the party from him. 
Worried as usual about 
nothing else except the po¬ 
litical effect of 
things, 

Harper’s 
office 
leaked out 
word to 
the media 
Mulroney 
was no 


longer even a card-carrying 
Conservative. 

Even if that were true — 
and Mulroney denies he 
threw out his membership 
card — it’s not something 
the Prime Minister’s Office 
should be doing. 

The Mulroney associate 
said he could understand 
the Harper team wanting 
to keep some distance in 
the formal sense. But even 
privately they were being 
“sons of ... (rhymes with 
riches).” This is the well- 
known modus operandi of 
this government. If you’re 
of no use politically, you’re 
sent off to Alcatraz. 

What’s unusual this time 
is that the row has spilled 
over, with Conservatives 
on each side of the Mul¬ 
roney question go¬ 
ing after one anoth- 
in a caucus 
aeeting and going 
0 the media to air 
heir discontent. 

This is a party 
which, thanks 
largely to Stephen 
Harper, has been 
remarkably uni¬ 
fied and disci¬ 


plined over the last three 
years. Now there are cracks 
— and for no good reason. 
The Mulroney controversy 
was aired out last year be¬ 
fore a parliamentary com¬ 
mittee. Canadians did not 
appear to let the matter af¬ 
fect their judgment of the 
Harper government. 

But by overreacting, the 
prime minister’s men have 
brought it into the spot¬ 
light. They have awoken 
long-simmering divisions 
between those on the old 
Reform side of the party 
who never liked Mulroney 
and those on the old Pro¬ 
gressive Conservative side 
who remain his allies. 

Brian Mulroney remains 
an influential man. That’s 
why Liberal Leader Michael 
Ignatieff telephoned him 
(how quaint) recently to 
wish him happy birthday 
on his 70th. Had Prime Min¬ 
ister Harper done a little 
schmoozing like that, there 
would be none of these 
problems. 


Lawrence Martin is a Globe and Mail 
correspondent and author who writes 
about national affairs from Ottawa. 


Views 


Gun control victim in Harper legislation 



After a high-profile shoot¬ 
ing, politicians flock to cam¬ 
eras to express outrage and 
sympathy for the victims. 
But as elections loom they 
focus on the complex calcu¬ 
lus around votes. Many 
Canadians are aware of the 
influence of the powerful 
National Rifle Association 
in the U.S., but are aston¬ 
ished to learn how the gun 
lobby drives the agenda in 
Canada. Speaking recently 
to the Ontario Federation of 
Anglers and Hunters, Prime 
Minister Stephen Harper 
advocated dismantling es¬ 
sential parts of gun control 
in Canada and then intro¬ 
duced legislation to the Sen¬ 


ate. The proposed law will 
eliminate the registration 
of rifles and shotguns, in¬ 
cluding the powerful semi¬ 
automatic rifle like the one 
used by Marc Lepine at 
L’Ecole Polytechnique in 

The gun 

lobby cries, Controlling 
Punish crim- firearms is not a 

inals, not law- 
abiding gun 
owners.” But 
where do 
criminals get 

their guns? While smuggled 
handguns fuel crime, so do 
Canadian guns diverted 
through theft and illegal 
sales. And legal gun owners 
sometimes go off the rails. 

The Canadian Association 
of Chiefs of Police say any 
gun in the wrong hands is 
dangerous. All firearm own¬ 
ers need to be licensed and 


panacea, but it does 
reduce the risk of 
gun violence.” 


all firearms need to be regis¬ 
tered. 

How exactly does filling 
in forms constitute “punish¬ 
ment.” We need licences to 
drive. In most cities we 
need permits to own dogs 

_and even cats. 

It’s not called 
“punish¬ 
ment.” It’s 
called being 
responsible 
and account¬ 
able. 

Certainly, 
too much money was spent 
licensing two million gun 
owners and registering sev¬ 
en million firearms — $100 
million per year over 10 
years according to the audi¬ 
tor general. But the money 
is gone. It can’t be reinvest¬ 
ed. The RCMP says ending 
the registration of long 
guns will save about $3 mil¬ 


lion per year. 

Controlling firearms is 
not a panacea, but it does 
reduce the risk of gun vio¬ 
lence. What sense does it 
make to dismantle a system 
that is working? Suicides, 
particularly among youth 
and murders of women 
with guns, have plummet¬ 
ed. Homicides with rifles 
and shotguns have declined 
precipitously — 32 people 
were murdered with long 
guns in 2007 compared to 
107 in 1991. 

Priscilla deVilliers, whose 
daughter Nina was abduct¬ 
ed and murdered, reminds 
us: “Six separate inquests 
recommended licensing 
and registration of guns, in¬ 
cluding the inquest into my 
daughter’s death.” 


Wendy Cukier is president of the Coalition 
for Gun Control. 



Worth mentioning 


That's the spot: Study shows 
how itching brings relief 


Scratching an itchy spot 
turns off an itch “switch” in 
the spinal cord, U.S. re¬ 
searchers said yesterday in a 
finding they think could 
lead to better treatments 
for itching disorders. 

Tests on monkeys showed 
scratching short-circuits 
itch signals to the brain. 

Understanding how this 
works may lead to new 
treatments for people with 
diseases such as AIDS or 
Hodgkin’s disease that 
cause itching not easily re¬ 
lieved by antihistamines or 
steroid creams. 

“There are more than 50 
diseases that produce 
itch that can’t be 
easily treated,” 

Glenn Giesler Jr. 
of the University 
of Minnesota, 
whose study ap¬ 
pears in the jour¬ 
nal Nature Neu¬ 
roscience, said 
in a tele¬ 
phone inter¬ 
view. 

In earlier 
studies, he 
and col¬ 
leagues 
showed 
neu¬ 
rons in 


a special part of the spinal 
cord known as the 
spinothalamic tract become 
very active when itchy sub¬ 
stances are put on the skin. 

Giesler said itch sensa¬ 
tions — which are a form of 
pain signal — are sent to a 
region of the brain known 
as the thalamus. 

But it has not been clear 
how scratching interferes 
with the itch signal. “We 
wanted to known how 
scratch works. How does it 
relieve itch?” Giesler said. 

His team studied mon¬ 
keys to find out what hap¬ 
pens to these nerves when 
an itch is scratched. They 
painstakingly attached tiny 
electrodes to individual 
nerve fibres responsible 
for transmitting the 
itch signal to the brain. 
Then they injected a 
substance under the 
skin to make the monkeys 
itchy. When they scratched 
the itch, Giesler said the 
itch signal “magically” dis¬ 
appeared. 

Giesler said the next step 
is to figure out how that cir¬ 
cuit works, and what are the 
chemical messengers or 
neurotransmitters that 
are involved in this 
process. reuters 
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Get paper, not plastic 

Cash is a better gift than the often underused gift card 


SmartCookies 



f you open your wallet, 
peek in your bedside 
table or rummage 
through your dresser 
drawer, we bet you’ll 
likely find a gift card or 
two lying around. 

The business of gift cards 


is a multi-billion dollar a 
year industry; with retail¬ 
ers making millions in rev¬ 
enue from unredeemed 
cards. 

If you need to buy some¬ 
one a present, and you’re 
debating a gift card, we’ll 


settle that debate right 
now: Don’t. 

While the gesture is nice 
and it might say that per¬ 
haps you’ve put a little 
more thought into your 
gift, it can actually end up 
being more costly in the 



NCE UPON A TIME, 


there was a good-hearted gentleman who won a 
fully loaded, 2009 Mercedes Benz E-Class, with 
a 300 horsepower V6 engine. 


THE END 


Become part of the story when you 
purchase IWK Lottery tickets. You 
could win the Grand Prize luxury 
home or one of over 1,000 other 
prizes totalling $1.76 million. Win 
the Mercedes E-Class and youTl also 
get a trip through Europe in a Mercedes 
350 SLK Roadster - plus $10,000 cash. 


Visit our Grand Prize 
Luxury Home. 




26 Worthington Place 


Call 1-877-IWK-WINS to order. 





(1-877-495-9467) 


TICKETS $100 EACH-3 FOR $250-5 FOR $375 

Visit iwklottery.com for details. 
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end. 

Unless you 
are certain 
that the gift 
card recipient 
will be mak¬ 
ing a big pur¬ 
chase and 
could use that 


stepping foot 
into, you can 
always try to 
sell it online. 
There are 
sites, such as 
plasticjun- 
gle.com 
where you 
can sell or 
trade your 
gift cards. 

A few more 

that the card cart | w iU go to great thin S s to 
great s ° us '° use, cash is always ^f n p d: Ma “ 

sure the gift 
card you pur- 


“Unless you are cer¬ 
tain that the gift 
card recipient will 
be making a big 
purchase and could 
use that money to 
money to put put towards the 
towards the j tem or y OU k now 
item, or you ... 
know for sure for sure that the 


cash is always better.” 
better. It’s just 
as thoughtful (and easier 
for everyone) to put some 
money in a nice card and 
add a note mentioning 
that this is to put towards 
whatever they happen to 
love or are saving for. Let’s 
be honest, who wouldn’t 
much rather have cash? 

Here’s the main problem 
with a gift card. If you 
can’t find anything you 
want in that particular 
store, the card goes to 
waste. Or often you end up 
with $4 remaining on your 
card and then have to 
spend even more cash just 
to use up that remaining 
money. 

If you are going to go the 
gift card route, to avoid 
giving someone a card for 
a store they may not shop 
at, buy one from a mall. 
That way they will have 
more selection and more 
opportunity to use every 
last cent on the card. 

If you are on the receiv¬ 
ing end of a card for a store 
you would never dream of 


chase does not have an ex¬ 
piry date. If your card ex¬ 
pires before you’ve had a 
chance to use it or exhaust 
its value, contact the is¬ 
suer. They may extend the 
date, although they may 
charge a fee to do it. 

If you do end up with 
some cards with just a few 
dollars on them, check 
with a friend who may also 
have a small balance and 
pool your resources. Or, as 
a last resort, if you receive 
a card for a store you don’t 
shop at and don’t plan to 
sell or trade, re-gift it to 
someone you know shops 
there. 

Have a comment or tip 
for the Smart Cookies? 
Email us at smartcoolc- 
ies@metronews.ca. 

Visit smartcookies.com 
for more on saving, smart 
spending and making 
more dough. 

Tune in Monday nights at 10:30 p.m. E5T/PST 
on the W Network and be sure to visit 
smartcookies.com for more tips. 



Do you like giving gift cards? Try cash instead — it’s easier and 
guaranteed to be spent or saved as you intended. 
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Your Money 


EDITOR: N INA.DRAGICEVICf£)M ETRON EWS.CA 


Deduct tuition for private school? 


MoneyM atter s 


Henry 

Choo 


Chong 

metronews.ca/moneymatters 


W ^ My wife and I 

chose to send my 
son (who is seven 
years old) to private 
school. This year, we were 
told by the school that our 
child does not qualify to 
deduct the full tuition. We 
have always done so in the 
past. Is this correct? How 
much can we deduct? 

— Frank and Maria 
Childcare expenses 
can be deducted for 
children up to 16 
years of age. Generally, the 
parent with the lesser in¬ 
come must claim the de¬ 
duction (there are other 
circumstances when the 
higher income may claim). 

A Parent may deduct as 
following — the lesser of: 

• The actual amount paid 

• Two-thirds of the parent 
income 

• $7,000 for children under 
seven years old/$4,000 for 
children between seven 
and 16 years old. 

Generally, private school 
tuition is not considered 
childcare, however an 
amount maybe appor¬ 
tioned to childcare. Your 
educational institution 




Your private school will determine what portion of tuition is con¬ 
sidered childcare for deduction purposes. 


will determine what por¬ 
tion is childcare. 

Parents of children in re¬ 
ligious or affiliated institu¬ 
tions may qualify to deduct 
the non-childcare portion 
as charitable donations. 

Check with your tax ad¬ 
viser. 


Last year was my 
first year as a real 
estate agent. Can I 
deduct home cost from my 
commissions? 

— Ali 

Yes! Provided it is 
your principal 
place of business or 
used exclusively to earn in¬ 
come and to meet cus¬ 
tomers on a regular and 
continuous basis. 

Your claim is limited to 




the income earned in the 
year as an agent. Real es¬ 
tate agents and commis¬ 
sioned individuals should 
see their accountant for 
other claims allowed. 


Henry Choo Chong, CGA, offers professional 
tax solutions for individuals and businesses. 
choochonghcga@yahoo.ca. 


Investing 


Allan 

Small 


Allan Small discusses 
strategies on how to profit on 
the current market. Visit 
metronews.ca/investing 



Don't let your mortgage automatically renew 


When’s the last time you 
thought about your mort¬ 
gage? Do you know your 
rate? Do you know when 
your term is up for renew¬ 
al? 

Many Canadians don’t. 
It’s no wonder when it 
comes time to renew a 
mortgage, many people 
fall into the auto renewal 
trap. 

An Angus Reid survey, 
commissioned by ING Di¬ 
rect found that more than 
a quarter (27 per cent) of 
Canadians with mortgages 
that have come up for re¬ 
newal allowed their mort¬ 
gages to automatically re¬ 
new — meaning they did¬ 
n’t perform the same due 
diligence upon renewal as 
they did when they first 
got their mortgage. Letting 
your mortgage automati¬ 
cally renew often means 
you missed an opportunity 
to save money. 

Most big banks send out 
mortgage renewal letters 
around 30 days before you 
need to make a decision, 
which doesn’t leave much 
time to negotiate or shop 
around for a better rate. 

Canada’s big banks also 


typically offer their posted 
rates to clients upon re¬ 
newal. Their posted rates 
are about one per cent 
higher than what the aver¬ 
age Canadian normally 
gets. On an average 
$200,000 mortgage with a 
five year fixed term, amor¬ 
tized over 25 years, a one 
per cent difference could 
save you roughly $10,000 
in interest over that period 
(calculated using average 
current five year fixed 
rates of 4.24 per cent vers¬ 
es 5.24 per cent). 

How to avoid the traps 
• Know your options and 
exercise them. Remember 


that you are in control of 
your mortgage at renewal 
time, not your lender. 

• Don’t wait until the 
mortgage renewal letter 
arrives in your mailbox. 
Pay attention to your mort¬ 
gage term and when it’s 
coming up for renewal. 
You can usually check your 
renewal date online. 

• Start shopping around 
for rates at least 120 days 
before your mortgage 
comes up for renewal. Rate 
guarantees mean you will 
get the bank’s lowest rate 
for a set period of time, 
usually 90 to 120 days. 

NEWS CANADA 



Jack Churchill, bba, fcip, crm 

President 
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Limited Time Offer 



Call Now And Get 
Free Long Distance 


Even if you are paying less, call us and we'll beat it... 

GUARANTEED! 



Call Long Distance Even From Your Cell Phone 

V" No need to cancel your 
service provider. 

$10 Free Long Distance for M 

every friend you refer 9 

No Contracts 


% 


.%• 1 - 866 - 519-8090 
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Raiders sign Garcia: Report 

Veteran quarterback Jeff Garcia will join the Oakland Raiders, who signed the 39-year-old signal-caller to a one-year deal, ac¬ 
cording to the Contra Costa Times. Garcia spent his first five years in San Francisco after leaving the CFL. metro news services 



Sports 


Jordan headed to Hall of Fame 


Former NBA superstars Michael Jordan, David Robinson and John Stockton 
headline the 2009 class for the Basketball Hall of Fame. Joining the three 
members of the NBA’s 50th Anniversary Team in this year’s class are coaches 
Jerry Sloan and C. Vivian Stringer. Enshrinement festivities in Springfield, 
Mass., are scheduled for Sept. 10 to 12. metro news services 


EDITOR: JOHN.CHICK^METRONEWS.CA 






NCAA Playing for the title 


Senators sink Habs 


Michigan State Spartan Kalin Lucas goes up for a basket 
against University of North Carolina Tar Heel Deon Thompson 
during the NCAA men’s championship basketball game last 
night. For game results, visit metronews.ca/sports. 


Globetrotter legend still 
holding court for fans 


basketball Curly Neal is a 
little cranky and quite 
tired as he gets ready to 
tuck into a plate of bacon, 
eggs and waffles in an 
Toronto restaurant late 
one recent morning. It’s 
been, almost seven hours 
since he woke up in Mon¬ 
treal and about 11 hours 
before he’ll call it a night 
in London. 

Even for the irrepress¬ 
ible and iconic Harlem Glo¬ 
betrotter, that’s a heavy 
day of travel, media obliga¬ 
tions and being “on,” but 
when you’re 
Curly Neal 
discontent 
isn’t put on 
public dis¬ 
play, no 
matter the 
circum¬ 
stances. 

Curly Neal So when 

the four 
guys of a certain age at a 
table across the way recog¬ 
nize the bald head and the 
smile, it’s time for the 67- 
year-old Neal to go to 
work. 

“Saw you in Worcester 
when I was a kid,” one of 
the gawlcers says as he ap¬ 
proaches the table. 

“Oh yeah,” says Neal, ris¬ 
ing to shake hands. 
“Worcester. Great city. 
Glad to see you. Come on 
out and see us when we’re 
here.” 

The gentlemen move on, 
filled undoubtedly with 
memories of Neal, Mead- 


SAY 


Dany Heatley scored 
twice in a span of 38 sec¬ 
onds in the third period 
to help the Ottawa Sena¬ 
tors edge the Montreal 
Canadiens, 3-2, at the 
Bell Centre yesterday. 

Chris Campoli scored 
the other goal while Alex 
Auld made 20 saves for 
the Senators, who have 
won their last two games 
over playoff-hopeful 
teams. 

“It was 2-1 going into 
the third, we were in the 
game and had a chance of 
winning and it proved 
true,” said Heatley. “I 
missed a one-timer in the 
first, but the other two hit 
the mark. We took advan¬ 
tage of their defense 
tonight with a couple of 
quick goals and then 
hung on.” 

Alex Kovalev and 
Roman Hamrlilc each 
had a goal for the 


Ottawa Senators goalie Alex Auld makes a save as teammate Anton Volchenkov and Montreal 
Canadien Maxim Lapierre fight for the puck last night in Montreal. The Senators won 3-2. 


Canadiens, who had won 
five of six coming into the 
game. 

Jaroslav Halalc made 20 
saves in the loss. 

Montreal sits in the sev¬ 
enth spot in the Eastern 


owlarlc 

Lemon, buck¬ 
ets of confetti. 

Red Klotz and 
basketball as 
pure entertain¬ 
ment. 

“Guys like 

them recognize 
Curly every¬ 

where,” says current Glo¬ 
betrotter Moo Moo Evans. 
“And the first thing they 
say is, ‘When you guys 
playing. I’ve got to bring 
my son. I’ve got to bring 
my daughter.’ Everyone re¬ 
members him.” 

And as if a switch has 
been turned on, Neal’s off, 
telling stories and selling 
the current version of the 
legendary Globetrotters, as 
enduring a sports entity as 
exists in the world today. 

“We need more laughs 
in this world,” says Neal, 
whose Globetrotters make 
a swing through Oshawa, 
Mississauga and Kitchener 
this next week. “Every¬ 
body’s all stressed out. 
Have some fun, have a 
sense of humour.” 

TORSTAR NEWS SERVICE 


Conference with 92 
points, three ahead of the 
Rangers and Panthers. 
Montreal plays the 
Rangers today in New 
York. 

“These are points you 
have to have,” said Mon¬ 
treal right wing Tom 
Kostopoulos. “It’s tough 
to come out on the los¬ 
ing end. We still have an 
opportunity to bounce 
back with three games 
to go.” 

Trailing by a goal, the 
Senators took the lead 
thanks to Heatley’s hero¬ 
ics. 

The first goal came 
at the 11:23 mark of 
the third. Jesse 
Winchester worked 
the puck in the 
Montreal end and 


dished it to Mike Fisher, 
who skated to the right 
side of the net before 
sending it out front where 
Heatley redirected it in. 

Moments later, Heatley 
gave the team a 3-2 lead 
as he rushed down the ice 
with the puck and from 
the left circle he snapped 
a wrister past the glove of 
Halalc. 

METRO NEWS SERVICES 


Buy YES MAN on 
Blu-Ray Hi-Def and 


NHL RESULT 

Senators 3, Canadiens 2 
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Wilson picked to coach U.S. team 

Toronto Maple Leafs head coach Ron Wilson has been selected to guide the United States men’s hockey team at the 2010 Winter 
Olympics in Vancouver. Wilson will also coach the United States’ entry in the 2009 World Championship, metro news services 


sports 11 




MONSIEUR OU 


Weir eager to take on 
shortened Augusta 


Toronto Blue Jays starting pitcher Roy Halladay throws against the Detroit Tigers during the first in¬ 
ning of the Jays’ home opener in Toronto yesterday. The Blue Jays won 12-5. 

Jays win opener 


Blue Jays 12, Tigers 5 


Adam Lind went 4-for-5 
with a home run and fin¬ 
ished with six RBI and two 
runs scored, as the Toron¬ 
to Blue Jays routed the 
Detroit Tigers, 12-5, in the 
season-opener for both 
clubs last night in Toronto. 

Travis Snider had a solo 
homer while Lyle Overbay 
drove in a pair of runs for 
the Blue Jays, who finished 
the 2008 campaign with an 
86-76 overall mark, which 
was good enough for fourth 
place in the powerful AL 
East. Aaron Hill, Vernon 
Wells and Scott Rolen each 
drove in a run in the win. 

Roy Halladay (1-0) got the 
win, going seven innings 
and giving up five runs on 
six hits with two strikeouts 
and a walk. Halladay, who 
was making his seventh 
straight Opening Day start, 
was 20-11 with a 2.78 ERA 


in an AL-high 246 innings 
pitched a year ago. 

Curtis Granderson had a 
solo homer and Brandon 
Inge offered a two-run blast 
for the Tigers, who lost 
their first seven games last 
year and were out of the 
playoff race by August, as 
the club became the most 
expensive last-place team 
in baseball history. Gerald 
Laird and Carlos Guillen 
drove in a run each in the 
setback. 

Justin Verlander (0-1) was 
addled with the loss after 
giving up eight runs on 
eight hits in 3 % innings of 
work. After posting 35 wins 
between 2006-07, Verlander 
had a miserable 2008 cam¬ 
paign, going 11-17 while 
pitching to a dreadful 4.84 
earned run average. 

Elsewhere in Ma¬ 
jor League Base¬ 
ball action 
yester¬ 
day: 


It was Baltimore Orioles 10, 
New York Yankees 5; Texas 
Rangers 9, Cleveland Indi¬ 
ans 1; Arizona Diamond- 
backs 9, Colorado Rockies 
8; Chicago Cubs 4, Houston 
Astros 2; Florida Marlins 12, 
Washington Nationals 6; 
Los Angeles Dodgers 4, San 
Diego Padres 1; New York 
Mets 2, Cincin¬ 
nati Reds 1; and 
Pittsburgh Pi¬ 
rates 6, St. 

Louis Cardinals 
4. 

METRO 
SERVICES 


golf Former winner Mike 
Weir has relished playing 
at Augusta National since 
his very first U.S. Masters 
but he is especially looking 
forward to this week’s edi¬ 
tion on a layout shortened 
by 10 yards. 

The left-hander from Sar¬ 
nia, Ont., is no fan of some 
of some of the recent 
changes made at Augusta, 
which has controversially 
been stretched by almost 
500 yards since Tiger 
Woods clinched his maid¬ 
en victory there in 1997. 

South African Trevor Im- 
melman won last year’s ti¬ 
tle with an eight-under to¬ 
tal of 280, triumphing by 
three shots over Woods af¬ 
ter shooting a final-round 
75 in tricky, swirling 
winds. 

Throughout that week, 
the birdie roars that have 
traditionally lit up Augusta 
National’s back nine were 
strangely silent on a layout 
lengthened to 7,445 yards. 

“The tournament had 
become a little bit like the 
U.S. Open, it had become 
such a grind,” Weir told 
Reuters in an interview. 

“All the ma- 


“All the majors should be difficult but I 
think quite a bit of the excitement was 
maybe taken away In the last few years. It 
has been quite quiet on the back nine.” 

Mike Weir 


cult but I think quite a bit 
of the excitement was 
maybe taken away in the 
last few years. It has been 
quite quiet on the back 
nine. 

“Trevor shot two over 
par on the back nine last 
year and won the tourna¬ 
ment. That never used to 
happen because someone 
would shoot 30 or 31 and 
make a big charge. 

“I heard a stat that none 
of the leaders has shot bet¬ 
ter than two under in the 
last 10 years on the back 
nine,” said Weir, who be¬ 
came the first Canadian to 
win a major with his play¬ 
off victory over American 
Len Mattiace at the 2003 
Masters. 

“So something special 
was taken away from the 
Masters. If you take a lead 
into the back nine and 
shoot even par or one un¬ 
der, you’re probably going 
to win the tournament be¬ 
cause it’s so hard to make 
birdies out there now.” 
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Organizers will also have 
the flexibility to shorten 
the course farther in the 
event of poor weather this 
week, a move applauded 
by Weir. 

“To try to bring back the 
roar of excitement on the 
back nine is the right thing 
to do,” he said. “It’s tough 
enough for the players and 
it brings a lot more excite¬ 
ment for the fans as well.” 

Weir’s maiden major ti¬ 
tle at Augusta National six 
years ago was largely set 
up by the quality of his 
wedge play and putting. 

At a venue renowned for 
its heavily contoured and 
slick greens, this is the one 
department of his game 
that he prays will be in top 
form for this year’s tourna¬ 
ment. 

“If one particular part of 
your game is off, you don’t 
want it to be your wedge 
game and your putting,” 
the 38-year-old said. “You 
want that to be your 
strength.” reuters 
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Surging syrup prices a boon to producers 

This season’s $60 US a gallon price tag on maple syrup makes for one expensive pancake breakfast, but it's a windfall for thou¬ 
sands of small, mostly family-run businesses in the United States and Canada that produce the sweet, aromatic treat. Reuters 


Business 
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Canada building permits, purchasers index fall 


figures The value of Cana¬ 
dian building permits is¬ 
sued in February fell by a 
greater-than-expected 15.9 
per cent, while purchasing 
activity in the economy re¬ 
sumed contraction in 
March, statistics released 
yesterday showed. 


The fall in building per¬ 
mits, reported by Statistics 
Canada, was caused mainly 
by a large drop in commer¬ 
cial and institutional build¬ 
ing projects, while residen¬ 
tial permits stabilized with 
a 0.3 per cent drop. 

The overall number was 


the worst fall since the 16 
per cent registered in Octo¬ 
ber. 

In a separate release by 
the Purchasing Manage¬ 
ment Association of Cana¬ 
da and the Richard Ivey 
School of Business, the 
Ivey Purchasing Managers 


Index fell to 43.2 in March 
from 45.2 in February. 

A reading of 50.0 indi¬ 
cates that economic activi¬ 
ty remained flat from the 
preceding month, while a 
lower reading reflects a 
slowing. 

REUTERS 
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Yahoo’s new 
music venture 

Net giant partners with other 
providers, collects referral fees 


Yahoo Inc. is partnering 
with other online music 
providers as the Internet 
giant tries a fresh 
approach to getting an 
edge in the evolving digi¬ 
tal music business. 

The new version of Ya¬ 
hoo Music, unveiled yester¬ 
day, aggregates paid and 
free music services avail¬ 
able on the Internet, allow¬ 
ing Yahoo users to access 
and interact with the serv¬ 
ices directly from the Ya¬ 
hoo site. 

Yahoo has struck com¬ 
mercial relationships with 
digital music retailers like 
Apple Inc.’s AAPL.O iTunes 
and Amazon.com Inc., col¬ 
lecting a fee for every re¬ 
ferral, the company said. 

The move comes a little 
over a year after Yahoo an¬ 
nounced it was shuttering 
its own paid-music service, 
and is in keeping with the 


Visitors 

• Yahoo Music was the No. 

2 online music site in De¬ 
cember with 19.6 million 
unique visitors, according 
to ComScore. 

company’s latest efforts to 
make Yahoo a more open 
service by integrating 
products and services de¬ 
veloped by other compa¬ 
nies. 

Visitors to the Yahoo Mu¬ 
sic site will be able to se¬ 
lect from a variety of mod¬ 
ules representing the 
web’s disparate music 
sites, including free, radio¬ 
like streaming audio serv¬ 
ices such as Pandora and 
last.fm, music videos from 
Google Inc.’s YouTube, and 
paid music downloads 
from iTunes and Ama¬ 
zon.com. REUTERS 


Carbon-cap deal 
won’t come easily 

ENVIRONMENT It will be 
hard work getting rich na¬ 
tions to agree to cuts in 
greenhouse gases that are 
deep enough to satisfy the 
demands of developing 
countries at climate talks, 
UN’s climate chief told 
Reuters yesterday. 

Some 175 nations are 
meeting this week in Ger¬ 
many in one of a series of 
UN-led meetings meant to 
forge a deal in Denmark, 
in December to replace or 
extend the Kyoto Protocol. 

The talks are split on the 
level of action that indus¬ 
trialized countries should 
take to curb their 
greenhouse-gas emissions 
by 2020. More ambitious 
goals would unlock action 
from developing nations. 

REUTERS 


In brief 


FRAUD U.S. securities regula¬ 
tors charged a Toronto-based 
fund manager, who describes 
himself as the “Chinese Warren 
Buffett," and his hedge fund 
with operating a multi mi llion- 
dollar investment fraud, the Se¬ 
curities and Exchange Commis¬ 
sion said yesterday. Reuters 


DAILY 

BUSINESS BUZZ 

Share-offering results: 

Chebucto Wind Field 
Inc. has announced the 
successful initial close of 
its recent share offering, 
having raised $105,244 
to date with 42 share¬ 
holders. The offering 
availability has been ex¬ 
tended until June 2. 

New business directory: 
Natural Resources Minis¬ 
ter Carolyn Bolivar-Get- 
son says a new publica¬ 
tion called From Our At¬ 
lantic Woods, which lists 
more than 260 business¬ 
es, will help woodland 
owners develop a diverse 
and sustainable non-tim¬ 
ber forest-products in¬ 
dustry. 

Amherst still on budget: 

A snowy winter has re¬ 
sulted in higher snow-re¬ 
moval costs for Amherst, 
but the transportation 
and public works depart¬ 
ment should still be on 
budget for the year. 


Get the full stories delivered to 
your inbox every morning. 
Sign up today for the 
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Calorie restriction improved memory performance: Study 


No licorice after transplant 



Eating fewer calories may help fend off dementia, reported a 
recent German study. 


CELIA MILNE 

for Metro Canada 


A German study has 
found that eating less 
may help improve mem¬ 
ory in older people. 

The findings suggest 
that simply eating fewer 
calories could help fend 
off dementia, a benefit 
that has been shown in an¬ 
imal studies in the past. 

Researchers divided 50 
healthy elderly people 
into three groups. They 
ranged in weight from 
normal to slightly over¬ 
weight. 

The study took place 
over three months. The 
first group received 30 per 
cent calorie restriction; 
the second group received 
a higher amount of “good 
fats” found in olive oil and 
fish (but the same total fat 
intake); and the third 
group proceeded with a 
regular diet. 

Memory performance 
was measured before and 
after the three-month pe¬ 
riod, using standardized 
tests. 

The people who were on 
calorie restriction had a 
boost in memory of about 
20 per cent, while those in 
the other two groups had 
no change. 

“They remembered 
more words on average 
from a word list, with an 
average of about a fifth 
more,” Dr. Agnes Floel, a 


neurologist at the Univer¬ 
sity of Munster in Ger¬ 
many, told Metro in an 
email. 

“Our study provides 
some first evidence on the 
impact of calorie restric¬ 
tion on memory in the eld¬ 
erly, but this study has to 
be followed up now by us 
and hopefully others,” 
added Floel, who led the 
study. 

The next step is to try to 
repeat the findings in a 
larger group of healthy 
elderly people and to try 
to figure out why calorie 
restriction can aid mem¬ 
ory. Then, the group plans 
to study the use of calorie 
restriction in those with 


mild cognitive decline. 

Memory loss is quite 
common. A recent survey 
found that 58 per cent of 
Canadian baby boomers 
(ages 40 to 60) have had 
short-term memory loss 
over the past year. 

Much more serious is 
Alzheimer disease, which 
affects a small number of 
young people, and one in 
20 Canadians over age 65 
(one in four over age 85). 
The Alzheimer Society of 
Canada predicts that in 
the next 25 years, 
Alzheimer disease will 
more than double in the 
Canadian population. 

Floel warned that peo¬ 
ple who already suffer 
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“Our study provides 
some first evidence 
on the impact of 
calorie restriction 
on memory in the 
elderly, but this 
study has to be fol¬ 
lowed up now by us 
and hopefully 
others.” 

Dr. Agnes Floel, a 
neurologist at the 
University of Munster 
in Germany 


from Alzheimer disease 
might not be good candi¬ 
dates for calorie restric¬ 
tion, since they tend to 
lose weight anyway, and 
become emaciated. “To im¬ 
plement calorie restriction 
at this stage might actu¬ 
ally be too late for any 
brain-beneficial effects, 
and might be detrimental 
to them as far as their gen¬ 
eral health status is con¬ 
cerned,” she reported. 


CELIA MILNE 

for Metro Canada 


nutrition Licorice can be 
dangerous after a trans¬ 
plant. 

Chemists in Taiwan 
are reporting that an 
ingredient in licorice 
blocks the absorp¬ 
tion of cy¬ 
closporine, an 
anti-rejection 
drug used by 
transplant pa¬ 
tients. Licorice dimin¬ 
ishes the effect of cy¬ 
closporine and could 
cause patients’ bodies to 
reject the transplanted or¬ 
gan, warned the re¬ 
searchers. 

Cyclosporine is also 



Chemists suggest 
anyone taking cy- 
cloporine, 
an anti-rejec- 
tion drug, avoid 
licorice. 


used for rheumatoid 
arthritis and some 
skin diseases. 

The chemists sug¬ 
gest that anyone 
taking cyclosporine 
avoid licorice, which 
is found in foods and 
herbal medicines. 

The active ingredient in 
licorice that has the nega¬ 
tive effect is glycyrrhizin. 

Findings were to be re¬ 
ported at the American 
Chemical Society’s na¬ 
tional meeting. 


Health in brief 


DRINKS Want to help your kids 
keep the weight off? Just give 
them water instead of soda 
and other sugar-sweetened 
drinks, researchers advised 
Monday. One analysis of the 
diets of children and teens in 
the United States showed they 


drink, on average, 235 “empty” 
calories in sugar-sweetened 
beverages each day. When 
these drinks are cut out, the 
average child does not make 
up for them by eating or drink¬ 
ing more calories elsewhere, 
the researchers said, reuters 
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Take the ride of your life. 

Visit the Canadian Breast Cancer Foundation 
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Soaps push the envelope 



G uiding Light, not 
just the longest 
running soap 
opera, but the 
longest running 
scripted broadcast series 
ever (it started on radio in 
1930 and moved to televi¬ 
sion in 1952 where it has 
broadcast five days a week 
ever since) will no longer 
shine as of September. 

Mine was a General Hos¬ 
pital household. I was 17 
when Luke and Laura wed, 
apparently one of 30 mil¬ 
lion people who tuned into 
the highest rated hour in 
American soap opera histo¬ 
ry. Okay, given Laura fell in 
love with Luke after he 
drunlcenly raped her made 
for a less-than-conventional 
romantic love story, but 
that’s what soap operas 
have always done best — 
taken reality, and given it a 
hyper unrealistic spin. 

That’s why they were 
such a hit with clothes iron- 
wielding housewives, 
whose greatest daily drama 
was whether to serve meat- 
loaf or tuna casserole for 
dinner. 

But while soap operas 
have long been stereotypi- 
cally dismissed as a frivo¬ 
lous indulgence that house¬ 
bound women waste their 
time watching while ignor¬ 
ing their domestic duties, 



A scene from the longest running soap opera Guiding Light. 
Soaps are progressive in terms of sexuality, says our columnists. 


one could argue that soap 
operas have often been on 
the cutting edge of main¬ 
stream TV, at least when it 
comes to sexu- 

ality “Soap operas have 


troversial plotlines are brief 
and usually done to tem¬ 
porarily boost lagging rat¬ 
ings but, given the populari- 
ty of soap op- 


Soap operas 
were dealing often been on the 

with storylines cu tting edge of 

that involved . 

abortion, un mainstream TV, at 

wanted preg- least when it comes 
nancy, domes tQ sexU ality.” 

tic violence * 

and infidelity 
back in the late ’60s and 
early ’70s, long before 
primetime TV touched the 
stuff. As the World Turns in¬ 
troduced a gay character in 
1989, All My Children intro¬ 
duced an AIDS-related sto¬ 
ryline in 1988 and One Life 
to Live included AIDS and 
homophobia in its story¬ 
lines. All My Children creat¬ 
ed a media stir with its first 
on screen lesbian kiss back 
in 2003 and introduced a 
transgendered character 
shortly thereafter. 

Sure, often the most con- 


eras (at their 
height in the 
1980s, two- 
thirds of all 
women liv¬ 
ing in homes 
with televi¬ 
sions “fol¬ 
lowed” one 
or more soap 
operas), there is no denying 
their influence. 

Losing such a main¬ 
stream outlet for these is¬ 
sues is a bit tragic. I just 
hope we don’t end up 
throwing the baby out with 
the soapy bathwater and 
that mainstream television 
continues to shine some 
light on sexuality issues 
that are important to all of 
us. 


Josey Vogels is a sex and relationship colum¬ 
nist and author of five books on the subjects. 
For more info, visitjoseyvogels.com. 


Tour for the Cure bus when it reaches your 
community, and get the information you need 
about breast cancer screening. Because your 
life is a journey - let’s make it a long one. 

TourfortheCure.ca • 1.866.273.2223 



A fast food cheesesteak roast beef sandwich with veggies and cheese on a French-style bun 
contains a whopping 1,140 calories — half a day’s worth! 


The facts about fast food nutrition 


Thank you to our lead partners. 
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How many calories are in 
that fast food you’re 
about to eat? 

Most people don’t give it 
a second thought. Re¬ 
searchers from Yale Uni¬ 
versity in New Haven, 
Conn., did some sleuthing 
at U.S. fast-food outlets 
and found out that only 
six out of 4,311 people 
stopped to look at nutri¬ 
tion information provided 
in-store. Outlets included 
McDonald’s, Burger King, 


Au Bon Pain and Star- 
bucks. 

That means only one- 
tenth of one per cent of 
people look at calorie 
counts provided on 
posters or pamphlets. Fast- 
food outlets do give nutri¬ 
tional information on 
their websites, but the au¬ 
thors of the study argue 
that it should also be more 
prominent in stores. 

What would you find if 
you checked nutritional 
information of fast food? 

Metro went to the Cen¬ 
ter for Science in the Pub¬ 
lic Interest website to find 


out. The CSPI has several 
examples of what they call 
“food porn”: A Boston 
Cheesesteak roast beef 
sandwich with veggies and 
cheese on a French-style 
bun contains a whopping 
1,140 calories (half a day’s 
worth), plus 19 grams of 
fat and 3,900 grams of 
sodium. 

The McDonald’s large 
triple thick milkshake 
contains 1,130 calories 
(again, half a day’s worth) 
as well as 28 grams of fat, 
17 grams of them satu¬ 
rated — as much as two 
quarter pounders. 
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Beyonce’s new group 

Beyonce is officially part of a new girl group. The singer is lending her famous voice to Nickelodeon's animated kids' show, 
Wow! Wow! Wubbzy!, playing Shine, the lead singer of the The Wubb Girls, in four episodes beginning April 27. people.com 


15 


Entertainment 


Electra Dance 

Carmen Electra will strut her stuff 
\ */ on Dancing With the Stars. She is 

scheduled to perform with her 
group, Cherry Boom Boom, live 
mT\ on the April 14 episode. 
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This rap is Classified 

Nova Scotia artist sticks to regular guy vibe on 13th album 


ROB MCMAHON 

For Metro Canada 


Classified's a rapper you 
can take home to mom. 

That is, unless he’s at his 
own mom’s for dinner. 
She lives around the block 
from him in tiny Enfield 

— as does his dad and sib¬ 
lings, a handy situation 
when searching out ses¬ 
sion musicians. 

“My parents just moved 
down the road five min¬ 
utes away, and I’m still on 
same street as my sister 
and brother-in-law,” said 
Classified (real name Luke 
Boyd). “(My dad) can play 
guitar and bass, and on the 
new album he sings a cou¬ 
ple hooks. Both of my 
brothers are on the record. 
It’s good when the whole 
family plays instruments 

— I can call them up and 
they’ll work for cheap!” 

In a genre gutted by 
bling, brittle beats and sto¬ 
ries of crime and cocaine, 
Classified sticks to hu¬ 
mour and a ‘regular guy’ 
vibe. Now signed to a ma¬ 
jor label, he insists noth¬ 
ing’s changed: He’s still 
living near his parents, 
smoking ganja, riding his 
bike and making beats in 
his home studio. These de¬ 
tails come out in Self Ex¬ 
planatory, which is se¬ 
quenced like a Choose 
Your Own Adventure 


“I wanted to do a song and say look — 
Other people see a famous rapper, but I’m 
just a normal dude.” Classified 


On Tour 


book. For example, during 
Up All Night, Classified 
points out the irony of be¬ 
ing born with a speech im¬ 
pediment and ending up a 
rapper. 

“I wanted to do a song 
and say look — other 
people see a famous rap¬ 
per, but I’m just a nor¬ 
mal dude, I live in a sub¬ 
division,” he said. “My 
mom will tell me stories 
about when I was a kid 
... and I just thought it 
was interesting. I had no 
idea I didn’t speak until I 
was three.” 

On his lucky No. 13 al¬ 
bum, Classified both 
raps and produces. The 
self-taught beatmalcer, 
like other Canadian 
rappers (touring part¬ 
ner Shad springs to 
mind), is a huge ’90s 
hip-hop fan — West 
Coast for the melodies, 
East Coast for the grimy 
drums and soul sam¬ 
ples. His beats recall 
teenage heroes: Dr. Dre, 
Snoop Dogg, Nas and most 
notably, Gangstarr’s DJ Pre¬ 
mier. 

“I think from 15 to 25 is 
definitely when you take 
in the music you like for 
the rest of life. It was the 


time when I would just in¬ 
dulge myself, when every¬ 
thing was about music and 
I always had headphones 
on,” he said. 

“(I love that) whole Pri- 
mo (DJ Premier) cut-up 


• Classified plays the 
Palace in Halifax on June 3. 

hook — especially on the 
Moment of Truth album. 
How Primo used vocals 
and other MC’s words as 
hooks ... I love cutting in 
an a capella verse and have 
it flipped into the hook.” 





Self Explanatory is the new album from rapper Classified. 
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Underwood wins top country prize 



music Carrie Under¬ 
wood was named en¬ 
tertainer of the year 
Sunday at the 44th 
Academy of Country 
Music awards, secur¬ 
ing her status as 
country’s hottest 
star on a night that Underwood 
felt like a changing 
of the guards. 

Underwood became only 



years to win country en¬ 
tertainer of the year, 
snapping Kenny Ches- 
ney’s four-year winning 
streak while also receiv¬ 
ing the trophy for top fe¬ 
male vocalist. 

“I’ve had a lot of good 
moments in the past 
four years. This one 
takes the cake,” Underwood 
said in accepting her entertain- 


the seventh woman in 39 er of the year award. reuters 


Entertainment in brief 


MOVIES Tribeca is giving itself a 
shot to the heart. The New York 
festival will screen what is de¬ 
scribed as a work-in-progress 
documentary about Jon Bon 
Jovi. The previously unknown 
picture, titled When We Were 
Beautiful, follows the musician 


and his band on their 2008 Lost 
Highway world tour. The Phil 
Griffin-directed movie will 
screen as the festival's 
centerpiece presentation on 
April 29, with another pair of 
screenings scheduled over the 
following three days, reuters 


Rourke 

Mickey Rourke loves 
wrestling, but he is 
putting Hollywood first. 

The actor brought a slice 
of Hollywood to Texas on 
Sunday as he — and later 
Pussycat Dolls lead singer 
Nicole Scherzinger — 
talked to reporters at Re¬ 
liant Stadium ahead of 
WWE’s annual pay-per- 
view extravaganza Wrestle- 
Mania 25. 

Rourke addressed talk 
several weeks ago that he 
may get involved at 
WrestleMania in a 
wrestling role instead of a 
support role. 

“My agents said it would 
be detrimental to my ca¬ 
reer” to take the focus off of 
acting after making a come¬ 



back in ring at WrestleMania 


Mickey 

Rourke 

GETTY IMAGES 


back in The Wrestler, he 
told reporters. Also, “I’m 
doing Iron Man 2 now, and 
the insurance company 
said under no circum¬ 
stances could I get into the 
ring,” he added. 

Rourke was in town to 
take a seat Sunday night at 
the anniversary edition of 
the mother of all wrestling 
pay-per-views in support of 
wrestling legends Ricky 
(The Dragon) Steamboat, 
Jimmy (Superfly) Snulca and 
(Rowdy) Roddy Piper. With 
(Nature Boy) Ric Flair in 
their corner, the legends 
took on Chris Jericho, who 
has bad-mouthed them and 
Rourke’s character in The 
Wrestler on WWE TV 
shows in recent weeks. 


“I’m very honoured. I 
was out of the movie 
business for 15 years. 
The wrestling movie 
has given my career 
a boost.” 

Mickey Rourke 

After training hard and 
getting hurt a lot, “I started 
really enjoying it,” Rourke 
said about wrestling. “I 
gained the respect for a 
sport I knew nothing 
about.” 

Rourke, flanked at the 
press conference by Flair 
and Steamboat, said WWE 
and its stars had supported 
The Wrestler so much that 


he wanted to show support 
for the wrestlers at “Mania” 
as well. 

“I’m very honoured,” he 
said. “I was out of the movie 
business for 15 years. The 
wrestling movie has given 
my career a boost.” 

Meanwhile, Flair called 
Rourke “one of us” and said 
his portrayal of a wrestler 
was an inspiration. “He 
makes us look really good,” 
he said. 

Later on at WrestleMania 
25, Rourke couldn’t quite 
restrain himself after all. 
After Jericho won his three- 
on-one match against the 
legends, he provoked the 
former boxer Rourke who 
ended up getting into the 
ring very slowly and taking 


his cowboy hat off 
before punching 
and knocking 
down the WWE su¬ 
perstar to gain a 
measure of 
revenge for 
the leg¬ 
ends. 

Rourke 
then cele¬ 
brated in 
the ring 
with the 
leg¬ 
endary 
Flair to 
big 
cheers 
from 
the au¬ 
dience. 
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Sex and The City sequel comfirmed 

It's time to start planning your outfit for the premiere — it's been confirmed that a Sex and the City sequel will debut May 28, 
2010. Sarah Jessica Parker, Kim Cattrall, Cynthia Nixon and Kristin Davis have signed up to star in the film, intouchweekly.com 


Chris Brown pleads 
not guilty to assault 



Chris Brown being arraigned in a Los Angeles court yesterday. 


R&B star Chris Brown 
pleaded not guilty in a Los 
Angeles court yesterday to 
charges stemming from an 
alleged attack on his girl¬ 
friend, singer Rihanna. 

Brown, 19, entered the 
pleas during his arraign¬ 
ment in Los Angeles Superi¬ 
or Court. 

Rihanna’s attorney, Don¬ 
ald Etra, told reporters after 
the hearing that Rihanna 
hoped a plea bargain could 
be struck, but that she 
would testify against Brown 
if required. Brown and his 
attorney Mark Geragos did 
not speak to reporters. 

Judge Patricia Schnegg set 
an April 29 status hearing 
for Brown. 

Los Angeles prosecutors 
have said Brown attacked 
Rihanna, 21, during a road¬ 
side dispute in his rented 
Lamborghini last February. 
A photo of Rihanna’s 
bruised and battered face 
was leaked onto the Inter¬ 
net. Brown later issued a 
statement saying he was 
“sorry and saddened” about 
the incident, and was seek¬ 


ing counselling. 

The formal charges ac¬ 
cuse Brown of assaulting Ri¬ 
hanna “by means of force 
likely to produce great bodi¬ 
ly injury” and threatening 
to commit a crime “which 
would result in death and 
great bodily injury.” He 
could face up to four years 
in prison if convicted. 

A police affidavit said 
Brown shoved Rihanna’s 
head against the passenger 
window, repeatedly 

punched her in the face, bit 
her ear and finger, 
and put her into a headloclc. 


At one stage, the affidavit 
said, Brown told Rihanna: 
“I'm going to kill you.” 

Brown broke onto the 
Billboard charts in 2005 at 
the age of 16 with his single 
Run It! and sold two million 
copies of his self-titled de¬ 
but album. 

Barbados-born Rihanna 
also released her debut al¬ 
bum in 2005 and had a No. 
1 hit single with S.O.S. less 
than a year later. She fol¬ 
lowed with three more No. 
l’s — Umbrella, Take a Bow 
and Disturbia. 

REUTERS 


DVD picks 


Doubt 

Director: John Patrick 
Shanley 

MAGNIFICENTLY ADAPTING 

his award-winning stage 
play of Catholic school 
guilt to 
the 

screen, 
writer/di¬ 
rector 
John 
Patrick 
Shanley 
has re¬ 
tained its 
most unsettling ques¬ 
tions: Who can we trust? 
Is morality absolute? 

He invites us to judge, 
but then lays out reasons 
why our verdict might be 
wrong, even tragically so. 
He wants us to think, 
something that runs 
counter to blind devo¬ 
tion. 

One of the two antago¬ 
nists in the film is com¬ 
mitting evil in the guise 
of good, or attempting to. 

Father Flynn (Philip 
Seymour Hoffman), the 
priest at St. Nicholas 
Church School in the 
Bronx, is a beloved cleric 
and mentor. He may be 
sexually molesting one of 


his students, a troubled 
black child named Donald 
Miller (Joseph Foster). 

Sister Aloysius (Meryl 
Streep), the school’s offi¬ 
cious principal, suspects 
Flynn is a pedophile, but 
she has no proof, only in¬ 
nuendo. 

She may well be 
wrong, and she may also 
be motivated entirely by 
jealousy and spite. 

Every element of 
Doubt is in perfect bal¬ 
ance. Shanley’s dialogue 
is economical but sharp, 
his direction completely 
assured, the production 
impeccably mounted. 

Extras include an audio 
commentary by Shanley 
and several featurettes. 

Yes Man 

Director: Peyton Reed 
A RECENT CAREER slump 
prompts Jim Carrey to put 
the clown shoes back on, 
via a movie that will re¬ 
mind you of his Liar, Liar 
smash of a decade past, 
only with fewer laughs. 

On the upside, Carrey is 
every bit as eager as Carl 
Allen, his convert to posi¬ 
tive thinking in Yes Man. 
On the downside, he 





came so 
effortless¬ 
ly. 

Carl is 

the loans ^ __ 

officer for 

a small Los Angeles bank, 
who thinks his job is to 
say “no” to everybody 
who asks for money. 

Then Carl meets a self- 
help guru, played well by 
Terence Stamp, who tells 
him that his life will 
change dramatically if he 
starts saying “yes” to 
everything. 

Carl embarks on es¬ 
capades that include 
learning Korean, taxiing 
homeless people and giv¬ 
ing out reckless loans. 

Extras include several 
featurettes, a gag reel and 
music videos by gag band 
Munchausen by Proxy. 
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Read the following DVD 
review at metronews.ca: 

• The Day The Earth Stood 
Still 
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Curling 2009 Ford 

1 World Men’s Championship - Canada vs. Norway. (Live) 

1 

SportsCentre 


43 

43 

43 FAM 

Zoey 101 

Life Derek 

Wizards-Place 

Han. Montana 

Zack & Cody 

Latest Buzz 

Wizards-Place 

Life Derek 

Ned’s School 

amil\ 

44 

44 

44 TOON 

Ben 10 

Johnny Test 

Totally Spies 

Total Drama 

6TEEN 

6TEEN 

Futurama 

American Dad 

Robot Chicken 

26 

26 

26 TREE 

Ni Hao, Kai-lan 

Big & Small 

Backyardigans 

Nght Grdn 

Max & Ruby 

Franklin 

Little Bear 

Maggie-Beast 

Comfy Couch 


27 

27 

27 YTV 

Drake & Josh 

iCarly 

Adrenaline Proj 

Survive This 

Malcolm-Mid. 

Futurama 

Family Biz 

Prank Patrol 

Falcon Beach 


16 

16 

16 A&E 

Cold Case Files 

CSI: Miami “Burned” 

The First 48 (HDTV) 

The First 48 (HDTV) 

Manhunters 


70 

70 

70 APTN 

News (N) 

Wings-Canada 

Storytellers 

Wapos Bay 

Cashing In (N) 

Fish Out 

Mixed Blessing 

Caution: Nuts 


50 

50 

50 BET 

106 & Park: BET’s Top 10 Live Jadakiss album release. 

House Party IV * 

(2000, Comedy) Marques Houston. 

College Hill 


37 

37 

37 BRVO 

Street Legal “Film Noir” 

Road to Baleya 


Live at the Rehearsal Hall 

Neil Young: Heart of Gold*** (2006 

i) 


25 

25 

25 CMT 

Cross Canada Countdown 

Home Improve. 

Home Improve. 

Reba 

Reba 

Hope & Faith 


49 

49 

49 COM 

Laughs 

Comedy Now 

Air Farce 

Just for Laughs 


Corner Gas 

The Simpsons 

South Park 

Lewis Black 


153 

153 153COURT 

Killer Next Door 

World’s Wildest Police Videos 

Cops Uncut 

Dumb Criminal 

Special Forces 

Police Videos 


38 

38 

38 DISC 

Destroyed 

Destroyed 

Daily Planet (N) 

How It’s Made 

How It’s Made 

Destroyed 

Time Warp (N) 

Combat School 


34 

48 

48 HGTV 

Holmes-Homes 

Holmes-Homes 

House Hunters Property Virgin 

HGTV’sTop 10 

Dirty Business 

SarahCottage 

Design Inc. 

House Hunters 


46 

46 

46 HIST 

Crime Stories 

NCIS “In the Dark” 

Sandhogs 

Crime Stories 

NCIS 


17 

17 

17 MM 

disBand 

Technical Diff. 

Degrassi: TNG 

Instant Star 

Paris Hilton’s British Friend 

Paris Hilton’s British Friend 

Degrassi: TNG 


19 

19 

19 MMM 

mmmtoplO.ca 

The Daily Fix 

Ranked! 

Hogan Knows 

Hogan Knows 

Entourage 


201 

201 201 Ml 

Lethal Obsess 

(7:40) Sanctuary 


Never Forget (2007, Suspense) 

Shrek the Third** (2007, Comedy) 


48 

23 

23 OLN 

American Gladiators 

Bounty Hunter 

Bounty Hunter 

Departures “Jordan” 

Mantracker 

Bounty Hunter 


51 

51 

51 PEACH 

Seinfeld 

Friends 

MLB Baseball Atlanta Braves at Phils 

idelphia Phillies. From Citizens Bank Park in Philadelphia. 

Home Videos 


206 206 206 PIX 

(6:40) Blind Terror ( 1999, Suspense) 

|(8:20) The Rhino l 

Brothers (2001) 

Cecil B. Demented (2000, Comedy-Drama) 


67 

67 

67 RDI 

RDI en direct 

RDI en direct 

24 Heures en 60 minutes 

Grands reportages (SC) 

Le Telejournal (SC) 

RDI en direct 


39 

39 

39 SHOW 

Wife Swap 

The Outer Limits 

Mutant X 

Testees 

Trailer Park 

Saving Grace 


40 

40 

40 SLICE 

The Mom Show 

Skin Deep 

Til Debt-Part 

Rich Poor 

Rich Poor 

Rich Bride, Poor Bride 

Rich Poor 


47 

47 

47 SPACE 

Stargate SG-1 “2001” 

Stargate Atlantis (DVS) 

Star Trek: Voyager 

Torchwood “Adam” 

Super Heroes 


14 

14 

14 SPIKE 

CSI: NY “Past Imperfect” 

UFC Unleashed 

UFC Unleashed 

UFC Unleashed (HDTV) (N) 

Warrior 


57 

98 

98 STAR 

etalk 

Hollywood 

The Ellen DeGeneres Show 

TMZ (N) 

etalk 

Living the Life 

Look-A-Like 

Tonight Show 

> 

21 

21 

21 TLC 

What Not to Wear 

Raising 16 Children 

17 Kids-Count 

17 Kids-Count 

18 Kids-Count 

18 Kids-Count 

Toddler-Tiara 

CD 

56 

34 

34 TROP 

What Happen? 

What Happen? 

Vanity Insanity Tube Tales 

Tube Tales 

Seinfeld 

Seinfeld 

Raymond 

Family Guy 

CO 

20 

20 

20 TV5 

Que.-champion 

Journal de Fr2 

Survivre “Grizzli” 

Pekin express: la route des Incas “Rio Verde-Campo Grande” 

Plage 

> 

o 

n 

28 

28 

28 V 

Doc “The Commercial” 

Murder, She Wrote 

Chambers 

On the Buses 

National Catholic Mission 2009 

Startling 

60 

97 

97 VIVA 

Mysterious Ways 

Judging Amy 

Missing A bus disappears. 

Missing “In the Midnight Hour” 

Encounters 

CO 

22 

22 

22 W 

Style by Jury 

Style by Jury 

Will & Grace 

Friends 

Remedy Me 

Keep Real 

Style by Jury 

Style by Jury 

Naked Beauty 


251 

251 251 WGN 

Be-Millionaire 

Evening News 

Two/Half Men 

Family Guy 

MLB Baseball Chicago Cubs at Houston Astros. (HDTV) (Live) 


(ci'itics’comer^— 

Miss Naked Beauty 

Sorry, guys, but like “How to 
Look Good Naked,” this show 
isn’t all about nudity. In this 
case, “naked” refers to the 
absence of cosmetics, not 
clothing. Gok Wan, host of the 
other “Naked” show, and Myl- 
eene Klass, host of “10 Years 
Younger” in Britain, help sev¬ 
eral promising women learn to 
look beautiful without powders, 
polishes and peroxide. 11 PM 
on W 



Holmes in New Orleans 

When Mike Holmes found out 
that Brad Pitt had started the 
Make It Right Foundation to help 
rebuild New Orleans, he wanted 
in. See, “Make It Right” is the 
slogan of Holmes’ company as 
well as his philosophy of build¬ 
ing. This new two-part special 
follows Holmes and his team to 
New Orleans to build an energy- 
efficient, hurricane-proof home 
that knocks Pitt’s socks off. 8 PM 
on CIHF 

Ron James: The Road 
Between My Ears 

Comedian Ron James has 
crossed the country taking some 
very personal pokes at people, 
places and things from his native 
Nova Scotia to British Columbia. 
In this stand-up special, he milks 
a whole herd of Canadian sacred 
cows for laughs, including “Anne 
of Green Gables,” Tim Hortons 
and whale watching. He’s also 
got a few things to say about 
computers, senior citizens and 
religious fanatics. 9 PM on CBC 



For April 6 th 

Classified - Anybody 
Listening 

Lady Gaga - Lovegame 

Eminem Ft 50 Cent & Dr 
Dre-Crack A Bottle 

30HI3 - Don't Trust Me 

Black Eyed Peas - Boom 
Boom Pow 

Karl Wolf Ft Culture-Africa 

Soulja Boy Ft Sammie - 
Kiss Me Thru The Phone 

Flo Rida - Right Round 

Britney Spears - If U 
Seek Amy 



WE WANT YOU! 



You could guest host the Interactive 
NINE@9 with Special Ed. 
Email: specialed@1013ihebounce.com 
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Leighton yes, Locklear no 

Heather Locklear may have passed on the chance to be a part of the CW's Melrose Place reboot, but Laura Leighton (right) — 
who played sassy schemer Sydney Andrews on the original Fox prime-time sudser — has said yes. tvguide.com 



entertainment 17 


Poehler follows 


Leslie Knope, if you'll for¬ 
give the pun (and even if 
you won't), would appear 
to be Amy Poehler's polar 
opposite. 

The character Poehler 
plays on her new sitcom, 
Parks and Recreation — de¬ 
buting Thursday night on 
NBC — is an intensely am¬ 
bitious, very serious-mind¬ 
ed, mid-level civil servant in 
the local government of 
small-town Pawnee, Ind. 


Or, as Poehler joked: “I 
(play) a spy. And I can time 
travel. And I’m wearing 
someone else’s face.” 

The show, co-created by 
The Office adapters Greg 
Daniels and Michael 
Schur, has been shrouded 
in mystery. The comedy 
was initially intended to 
be a spin-off of the NBC 
hit. “(But) at the time that 
was being described,” ad¬ 
mits Daniels, “we didn’t 


have any ideas. 

“At the beginning of this 
process,” continues Schur, 
“We said we would try to 
think of ideas that were 
spin-offs, and if we came 
up with something that we 
liked better, we thought 
would be a better show, 
that we would do that. And 
this was the idea that we 
really got excited about.” 

So did its designated star, 
Poehler, making a some- 


Fey's 

what reluctant transition 
from sketch to sitcom after 
a successful seven years on 
Saturday Night Live cast. 

It is a career path already 
well trodden by Poehler’s 
former Weekend Update 
co-anchor and Baby Mama 
co-star Tina Fey. Is there 
any residual resentment 
there? 

“Yeah,” Poehler dead¬ 
pans. “And then I turn 
around and I wake her up, 


path 

and we have breakfast to¬ 
gether.” 

As with Fey and 30 Rock, 
Poehler has embraced the 
comedic consistency that 
comes with the challenge of 
the unfamiliar new format. 

“I was excited about the 
idea of being able to turn 
the volume down a little bit 
and sit with a character for 
a while,” she says. 

TORSTAR NEWS SERVICE 



Amy Poehler 


Ricci returns to comedy 


Easter Bunny 
battle begins 

film Easter is becoming the 
new battleground for stu¬ 
dios as two competing proj¬ 
ects featuring the Easter 
Bunny go head to head. 
Sony Animation is pre¬ 
emptively picking up Hip 
Hop, in which the Easter 
Bunny decides to retire and 
hides out as a pet with a 
suburban family, turning 
their lives upside down. 

The deal happened at the 
same time that 
Illumination 

Entertainment purchased I 
Hop to act as its first live- 
action picture. reuters 


film Christina Ricci is Born 
to Be a Star. 

The actress has signed 
on for the porn-tinged 
comedy that Adam Sandler 
co-wrote. 

The story centres on a 
small-town nerd who stum¬ 
bles upon a family secret: 
His quiet and demure par¬ 
ents were famous porn 
stars in the 1970s. This mo¬ 
tivates him to leave north¬ 
ern Iowa for Hollywood, 
hoping to follow in their 
footsteps and fulfill his des¬ 
tiny as the biggest adult- 
film star in the world. Ricci, 


the female lead, is the 
guy’s innocent girlfriend. 

The project marks a re¬ 
turn to her more light¬ 
hearted beginnings. The 
actress has spent the past 
few years appearing in 
such dramas as Black 
Snake Moan and Monster 
but began her career in 
such movies as Mermaids 
and The Addams Family. 

Despite the involvement 
of Sandler and producing 
partner Jack Giarraputo, 
the movie is not a produc¬ 
tion of their Happy Madi¬ 
son banner. reuters 



A DOUBLE 
PASS 
TO AN 
ADVANCE 
SCREENING 


IN THEATRES APRIL 17 ^ 

A L L I e 

VISIT METRONEWS.CA AND ENTER 
FOR YOUR CHANCE TO WIN! 


No purchase necessary. One entry per person. Contest open to Canadian residents of Legal age, ^4- 

excluding residents of Quebec. Contest closes April 9,2009 at 11:59 pm. Odds of winning depend on | | | L I 

number of entries received. For full contest rules and details, visit www.metronews.ca. 


ZACEFRON 


WHO SAYS YOU’RE ONLY YOUNG ONCE? 


17 

AGAIN 
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Service Directory 


To advertise contact Pat Gallant at 421-5826 


HAIR SALONS 


CHAT LINES 



Is) TWIN 

SCISSORS 

HAIR SALON 



Book an appointment 
with Lindsay MacDonald 
or Jenn Stone for the 
perfect cut & colour! 

902.252.3838 

479 Sackville Drive 


RESIDENTIAL CARE 


REAL RESIDENCE INC. 

Private Residential Care Facility 

Carrie Dauphinee 902 - 472-2320 

realresidenceinc@eastlink.ca 


BOOK STORES 



1 ON 1 OR 2 ON 1! 


BATTERY SERVICES 



864-4000 


i 380 Cobequid Rd, Lower Sackville 
www.bingsbooks.ca 


ADVERTISING 


Contact Pat Gallant at 421 -5826 to find out how Metro’s 
Service Directory can deliver your message effectively! 
Metro Halifax reaches 65,600 readers daily! 


MARTIAL ARTS & DANCE 


PROGRAMS 



HOLDINGS LIMITED 


• Family Martial Arts • Pilates • Yoga ‘Kickboxing • 
After School Program* Salsa Dance • Social Dance 


New Classes Starting Every 8 Weeks! 





PlLflTC sloG R 


w 

^ 455-4853 * 226 Waverley Rd., Dart. * www.grasshoppers.ca^ 

COMPUTER REPAIR 

IXCOMI 



404-3747 • 229-3374 
Skype: workfreedom 


Tip of the Day: If you have 
built castles in the air, your 
work need not be lost; 

that is where they 
should be. Now put the 
foundations under them. 

- Henry David Thoreau 



* On site service - We travel free 
within HRM. 


• Brand names such as Dell, Acer, HP 
Toshiba, Compaq, LG and Lenovo 


• Worry free Monthly Business 
service contracts 


1153 Bedford Highway « 


Student discount with Student ID Card 
Weekly specials - Check our website 

(902) 832 1519 • 10-6 Mon-Sat 


Receive 


10% on 
service 
work 


when you 
mention 
this ad! 
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Mi ley’s a Negative Nelly 

Miley Cyrus tells Teen Vogue she's just not that into Robert Pattinson and she doesn't think her fans are either. The Disney 
star is getting more negative in her old age, also making some not-so-nice comments about Las Vegas, eonline.com 


Paris declares 
intent to wed 


Faris folks on defence 



relationship Paris Hilton 
says she’s so in love with 
boyfriend Doug Reinhardt 
that the couple is ready to 
tie the knot after just a 
few months of dating. 
“He’s going to be my hus¬ 
band,” Hilton tells E! 

News. “We’re best friends. 

It’s not like we just 
met. We’ve 
known each 
other over 
the past 
year.” 

METRO 
WORLD 



people Anna Faris’ par¬ 
ents are her biggest 
fans and spend their 
spare time writing 
information about 
the actress online, 
femalefirst.co.uk 
reports. 

Faris’ mother and 
father wrote her bi 
ography on movie 
site IMDb.com and 
also frequently fire 
off emails to jour¬ 
nalists and critics 
who write un¬ 
favourable articles 
about the actress. 


She tells the New 
York Daily News, 
“It’s mortifying. I 
them so 
much. They’re 
very proud and 
supportive, but 
they do 


stuff like that all the time. 
My dad has written to vari¬ 
ous publications defending 
me.” 

And Faris reveals there 
are downsides to having 
such techno-sawy parents: 
“Dad Googles me all the 
time, which sometimes 
gets me into trouble. If I’ve 
had a drink too many and 
someone catches it, he’ll 
know.” 

Faris co-stars as Seth Ro- 
gen’s cosmetic counter 
girlfriend in the new com¬ 
edy Observe and Report. 

METRO NEWS SERVICES 


‘Get me my 
Mercy’: Madonna 


Jennifer’s wedding paw-ty 


people Madonna returned 
to Britain “devastated and 
shaking” after her bid to 
adopt a second child from 
Malawi was denied, 
sources tell the Daily Mail. 

The singer is appealing 
the court’s decision, and 
faces further trouble as a 
man claiming to be Mercy 
James’ biological father 
has stepped forward. 

Madonna has 
reportedly told 
her lawyer, “Do 
whatever you 
can to get me 
my Mercy.” 

METRO 
WORLD NEWS 


people Jennifer Hudson’s 
pet dogs will have starring 
roles at her wedding, fe- 
malefirst.co.uk reports. 

The singer-and-actress 
will wed her partner, 
David Otunga, soon — al¬ 
though she will not reveal 
an exact date — and wants 
her three Pomeranian dogs 
— Dreamgirl, Oscar, and 
Grammy — to play a 
big part. 

She said: “I want 
my dogs to be in my 
wedding. I am so se¬ 
rious.” Hudson al¬ 
so hinted her 
dress could be 




“the most untraditional 
thing” about the day, 
adding: “Everybody 

comes down the aisle 
in a white gown. 
Maybe I’ll give it a 
twist.” 

The Oscar-winning 
actress has lots 
of experience 
of marriage 
cere¬ 
monies 
because 
of her 


previous 
job as a 
wedding 
singer. 


She added: “Any¬ 
thing I could sing 
at, I did. I’ve 
sung at a lot of 
weddings and 
seen a lot of the 
same things, 
and I want to 
make sure this 
is different 
— but tra¬ 
ditional, 
and very, 
very 
classy. 

METRO 


Aniston back on the market? 


people Jennifer Aniston 
was spotted “checking 
out” a handsome stranger 
on the weekend, female- 
first.co.uk reports. 

The actress, who parted 
ways with John Mayer last 
month, showed she was 
over the musician when a 
mystery hunk caught her 
attention at Paul McCart¬ 
ney’s charity concert in 
New York. 

A source said: “Jennifer 


checked out a cute 
walking in. She 
looked him up and 
down twice. She 
flashed him a mm 
beaming smile ffijf 
but got pulled 
back into a 
conversation 
with her 
girlfriends.” 

The 40- 
year-old 
star, who 


guy watched Jerry Seinfeld’s 
stand-up before arriving 
at the charity concert, 
spent the evening 
laughing with a 
group of friends. 
The source 
added: “The girls 
talked for a bit 
about how 
elated Jen- 
RJ nifer was to 
have free 
time again. 



Jennifer laughed out loud 
at that, as though it were 
an inside joke. 

“She was having so 
much fun. John and their 
issues seemed like the last 
thing on her mind.” 

It has been claimed Anis¬ 
ton dumped the singer be¬ 
cause he wasn’t ready to 
have children and had 
been spending too much 
time on the Internet. 

METRO NEWSSERVICES 


Shooting mars 
second wedding 



people Gisele Bundchen 
married Tom Brady for a 
second time this weekend 
but the ceremony was 
marred by an alleged 
shooting at a photograph¬ 
er’s car, femalefirst.co.uk 
reports. 

The supermodel and her 
husband held a second 
wedding ceremony in Cos¬ 
ta Rica on Saturday. 

Photographer Yuri 
Cortez was taking pictures 
of the wedding from afar 
using a long lens camera. 


plaint with Costa Rican au¬ 
thorities claiming that the 
couple’s bodyguards ac¬ 
costed him and demanded 
he give them his camera’s 
memory card. 

He says he refused and 
drove away — then the se¬ 
curity began to shoot the 
car and the bullets went 
smashed his windows. 

He said: “I put my foot 
on the accelerator and I 
heard the gunshot that 
shattered the 
rear window 
and broke 
the wind¬ 
shield. It 
very nearly 
hit me.” 


Farrah’s cancer fight 



people Farrah Fawcett’s 
physician and a producer 
who works with her have 
released statements about 
her condition, following 
the news that the actress, 
62, has been hospitalized 
in Los Angeles. Her current 
treatment is the latest set¬ 
back in her long battle 
with cancer, first diag¬ 
nosed in 2006, peo- 
ple.com reports. 

“I can con¬ 
firm that she 
recently 
checked into a 
Los Angeles 
hospital,” pro¬ 
ducer Craig 
Nevius says. 

“Although 
it is usu¬ 
ally 
against 
her na¬ 


ture to correct false or ex¬ 
aggerated stories ... Farrah 
is allowing this statement 
out of appreciation for her 
fans, who have offered 
their constant support 
throughout her fight...” 

Though Fawcett was 
photographed in a wheel¬ 
chair, her physician, 
Lawrence Piro, said: 
“The reason she 
was in that 
wheelchair is be¬ 
cause she had a 
small procedure 
... She’s able to 
walk. And she 
remains in good 
spirits with her 
usual sense of 
humour.” 

METRO 
NEWS 
SERVICES 
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Network Download WeatherEye™ Today! 
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For more delicious Metro recipes, visit: metronews.ca/food 

Take Five 



Sudoku 


For more/less challenging Sudoku puzzles, visit metronews.ca 


HOW TO PLAY: Digits 1 through 9 will appear once in each 
zone - one zone is an outlined 3x3 grid within the larger 
puzzle grid. There are nine zones in the puzzle. 
Do not enter a digit into a box if it already appears 
elsewhere in the same zone, row across or column down 
the entire puzzle. 



Crossword across 


1 Branch 

Brown 

wed to a Spice 

5 Scoundrel 

22 Sky safety org. 

Girl 

8 Break suddenly 

23 Unkempt 

47 Moorish kings’ 

12 Hebrew 

26 German city 

palace 

month 

30 Noah’s craft 

49 Emanation 

13 Bullring cry 

31 Monkey suit 

50 Venetian blind 

14 Ringlet 

32 Back talk 

piece 

15 Apportion 

33 “The Firm” au¬ 

51 “Of course” 

(out) 

thor 

52 Harness part 

16 CB kin 

36 Ballroom 

53 “Thirty days — 

18 Nassau’s 

dance 


island group 

38 Whammy 

54 Ram’s mate 

20 Mountain 

39 Has the ability 

55 Wood-shaping 

nymph 

40 “Monopoly” 

tool 

21 “The Da Vinci 

building 


Code” author 

43 Soccer star 


1 Crossword down 

1 Child of 54- 

22 Office 

place 

Across 

transmission 

36 Pouch 

2 Concept 

23 Periodical, 

37 Turkey’s 

3 Geometry or al¬ 

briefly 

capital 

gebra 

24 Mess up 

39 Stop 

4 Rye and 

25 Schuss 

40 Corned beef 

pumpernickel 

26 Drone 

recipe 

5 “Yankee Doodle 

27 Einstein’s 

41 — podrida 

Dandy” man 

birthplace 

42 Just one of 

6 “Sad to say...” 

28 Cage compo¬ 

those things? 

7 Obama, for ex. 

nent 

43 Concoct, in a 

8 Sacred beetle 

29 Univ. 

way 

9 Undraped 

transcript stat 

44 Coloured 

10 Met melody 

31 April 15 pay¬ 

45 N. Mex. neigh¬ 

11 Trudge 

ment 

bour 

17 Wander 

34 Scabbard 

46 Lion’s pride? 

19 Springtime 

35 Captain’s 

48 “See ya” 


PREVIOUS DAY'S CROSSWORD AND SUDOKU ANSWERS: 

1 62579438 

475318962 
89342671 5 

641792853 
289635147 
3571 84629 

538941276 
91 6257384 

724863591 

Find today’s answers + play more games at metronews.ca 

SUDOKU SOLVE TIME: 17-21 min.Smart 

Under 13 min.Genius 21-25 min.Not bad 

13-17 min.Scholar 25+ min.Keep practising 




Warm Flageolet 
and Charred 
Vegetable Salad 

INGREDIENTS: 

1 red pepper 
1 yellow pepper 

1 medium onion 

2 medium zucchinis 

2 tbsp (25 ml) olive oil 
1 can (15oz / 425g) flageo¬ 
let beans 

1 can (15oz / 425g) lentils 

2 large sprigs of basil 
2 medium tomatoes 

2 tbsp (25 ml) crushed sun- 
dried tomatoes in oil 
1 tbsp (15 ml) balsamic 
vinegar 

Salt and black pepper 
12 large black olives as 
garnish 

METHOD: 

1. Rinse, deseed and 
roughly chop peppers. 

Peel and slice onion. Trim, 
rinse, dry and thinly slice 
zucchinis. 

2. Heat oil in large frying 
pan and brown peppers, 


onion and zucchinis over 
high heat, stirring 
occasionally. 

3. Meanwhile, drain and 
rinse canned beans and 
lentils. Rinse, dry and tear 
basil leaves, and rinse, dry 
and roughly chop fresh 
tomatoes. 

4. Add beans and lentils to 
pan, stir gently, then add 
basil, fresh tomatoes, sun- 
dried tomatoes and vine¬ 
gar. 

5. Season mixture, then 
let heat through, stirring 
well. Stone olives if neces¬ 
sary. 

6. Turn salad into warm 
dish, garnish with olives 
and serve immediately. 

SERVES 4 


rd.ca 


For nutritional infor¬ 
mation on this and 
other great recipes, 
go to rd.ca or check 
out Key Ingredients 
in this month's 
Reader's Digest, on 
newsstands now! 



Horoscopes 


AVATAR VENUS 


ARIES O) 

MARCH 21-APRIL 20 

Buy yourself a sweet smelling 
treat. Collect your allies and 
take action. Say nice things 
about a silly girl. 

libra rs 

SEPT 23-OCT 23 

People are overlooking a good 
chance. An intolerant person 
fails unconditionally. Some¬ 
one’s teasing creates conflicts. 


© 


TAURUS 

APRIL 21-MAY 21 

Get in touch with a realistic 
person. Find a new place to 
scavenge stuff. A dinner com¬ 
panion has trouble in transit. 




SCORPIO 

OCT 24-NOV 22 

Avoid recklessness and devise a 
budget. Tiy to keep both feet 
on the ground. Interactions 
will focus on domestic life. 


® 


GEMINI 

MAY 22-JUNE 21 _ 

A friend calls around after a 
weird event. Count your bless¬ 
ings when an assessor makes a 
mistake. Put the finishing 
touch on a pep talk. 

SAGITTARIUS 

NOV 23-DEC 21 V*]/ 

Tacky gossip makes conversa¬ 
tion difficult. A lonely person 
wants some attention. A man’s 
egotism will increase rapidly. 


CANCER 

JUNE 22-JULY22 

Don’t despair about what hap¬ 
pened in the past. A shameless 
troll will inspire you. Admira¬ 
tion will interest a drama 
queen. 

CAPRICORN Ov 

DEC 22-JAN 20 \Jy 

An equity problem flares up. 
An antique is found in a 
friend’s home. Someone’s com¬ 
pliment leads to tantrums. 


LEO 

JULY 23-AUG 23 

A strong desire opens up possi¬ 
bilities. The prospect of cash as¬ 
sistance is revealed. Great 
pleasure is found when a bad 
situation ends. 

AQUARIUS Pi 

JAN 21-FEB 18 \^/ 

Your humour is admired by a 
romantic person. Say some¬ 
thing about a dream. Concen¬ 
trate on creating prosperity for 
all. 


VIRGO /T\ 

AUG 24-SEPT 22 V 3 / 

A dynamic person can’t be 
moved to be with you. You’re 
accused of not listening. Un¬ 
wind with a companion and 
discuss your days of glory. 

pisces 

FEB 19-MARCH 20 

Encourage a buddy to start a fit¬ 
ness program. Flee from a cap¬ 
tivating person. Inform others 
when a decision is made. 


FLIGHT CENTRE 


CANCUN TORONTO 

ra $49 .$129 

+ taxes & fees $284 + taxes & fees $209 

INCLUDES roundtrip airfare. 


866 967 5402 | flightcentre.ca 


,, , , , , , , n travel un/ess otherwise stated. Prices are 

ibject to availability at advertising deadline and are for select departure dates. Prices are accurate at time of 
publication, errors and omissions excepted, but are subject to change. Taxes & fees include transportation related 
fees, HST and fuel supplements and are approximate and subject to change. 


WORDY GURDY 


1. Former spouse inspects (1) 

i i ■ i i i m 

2. "Psvulin" motel room eliarirtw 

I I I I I 


~rm 


S. Cunoti rivul desktop graphic ( 2 ) 

i i ii i ■ T~m 

4. Cheeky pipsqueak (1) 

i i r ■ .. 

5. Actress Witherspoon’s tenant papers <21 

' 1 11 1 1 ■ 11 I I 1 1 


BY TRICKY RICKY EANE 

Every answer is a rhyming 
pair of word s < Ii kn FAT CAT 
and I>OUHI K TKOUKI .HI), anti 
they will fU in Lhe Idler 
squares. The number alter the 
definition tells vou how maiiv 
sy llables in each word. 


ti. Be a bother to a feudal tenant (2) 

I.. _L1 1 . L I, ■ 1 J, L I 

7. On-the-job advancement ruckus <M> 

i i i ill i i~r 


i i i i i i i~n 


MOliOLtllMO3 NOUOKOaj L 1VSSVA 33SSVU 0 S3SV33 S3S33U C 
XHinhs .i.HHrf -t no;>i nohin k s:h i.vh khj.vh “ sh;mh;) xh i 
’ SHikhSMV 


This day in history 

APRIL 7,1795: France adopts the metre as the basic measure of 
length. 

APRIL 7,1868: Thomas D’Arcy McGee, one of the Canadian Fathers 
of Confederation is assassinated by the Irish, in one of the few 
Canadian political assassinations, and the only one of a federal 
politician. 

APRIL 7,1906: Mount Vesuvius erupts and devastates Naples. 

APRIL 7,1940: Booker T. Washington becomes the first African 
American to be depicted on a United States postage stamp. 

APRIL 7,1948: The World Health Organization is established by 
the United Nations. metro news services 


























































































































































































<S> HYunDHi SMART] advantage 


LOWER PR CES 


[MKMMiSlSr 

IM&IMJiM (SQDB HMU!!)§1M1 




2009 ELANTRA L 

STARTING PRICE 

S 1 J 5^5 

NEW SALE PRICE 

$ 11,995 

n ft/ PURCHASE 

70 SS 


J 

OlJi Te . . 


0GRAM 




www.oreganshyundaidartmouth.com 


* 


BEST 


MANAGED 


COMPANIES 


DRIVING HIGHER STANDARDS 


DARTMOUTH 

HYUNDAI 


5 YEAR 


100,000 KM 


WARRANTY 


60 Baker Dr, Unit D * Dartmouth, NS, B2W 6L4 * Phone: (902) 465-7500 * Fax: (902) 464-0485 


2009 SANTA FE 2.7LGL 

STARTING PRICE v 

$ 2 MH 5 

n% 

$ 21 , 995 Wl ™ 


PURCHASE 
FINANCING 
FOR 48 MOS.° 


2009 TUSCON L 

STARTING PRICE^ 

sgM&L 


NEW SALE PRICE 

* 17,995 


♦ WITH 


PURCHASE 

FINANCING 

FOR48MOS.0 


OR TAKE ADVANTAGE OF GREAT LEASE OFFERS. SMART IS 


2009 ACCENT L3DR 

STARTING PRICI=^ 

$ 13*05 


NEW SALE PRICE 

$ 9,995 


WITH 


o% 

PURCHASE 
FINANCING 
FOR 36 MOS.° 


2009 SONATA GL 

STARTING PRICE^ 

$^i»as 


NEW SALE PRICE 

$ 17,995 


WITH 


PURCHASE 
FINANCING 
FOR 48 MOS.° 





















































